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Footnotes 
 
 
Prologue: The Old Gray Fox vs. The Old War Horse 

“ . . . and I wish you get there if possible without being seen by the enemy.”1 
 Treading carefully between the two men. . . .2  
The attack pattern Lee laid out. . . .3  
. . . or “just the opposite.”4  
“the enemy is there, and I am going to attack him there.”5  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1 Lafayette McLaws, “Gettysburg,” The Southern Historical Society Papers, Vol. 7, 64-90. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Petruzzi, J. David and Steven A. Stanley. The Gettysburg Campaign in Numbers and Losses: Synopses, 
Orders of Battle, Strengths, Casualties, and Maps, June 9-July 14, 1863, 121; Busey, John W. and David 
G. Martin. Regimental Strengths and Losses at Gettysburg, 178; Harman, Troy D. Lee’s Real Plan at 
Gettysburg, 41-47; Pfanz, Harry W.  Gettysburg: The Second Day, 110-112. 
4 McLaws, “Gettysburg,” 64-90. 
5 James Longstreet, “Lee’s Right Wing at Gettysburg,” Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, Vol. 3, 339. 



“throw our army around their left. . . .”6  
“get [in] a strong position and wait. . . .”7  
“. . . I am going to whip them or they are going to whip me.”8  
“If he is there to-morrow I will attack him. . .” and the subsequent conversation9 
 

Chapter One: Before July 2 
“The beautiful dawn of the second day of the battle. . . .”10 
“Tell General Sedgwick,” wrote Meade to the VI Corps commander. . . .11 
“Then began one of the hardest marches we ever knew. . . .”12 
As early as 5:00 p.m. on the afternoon of July 1. . . Robert E. Lee and James 
Longstreet began debating their next move. 13  
Through field glasses, Longstreet observed the formidable Union position from afar.14  
The enemy occupied the commanding heights of the city cemetery. . . .15 
“All that we have to do is file around his left flank. . . .16 
. . . what would become arguably the most controversial reconnaissance mission of 
the entire war.17   
“the gallant, indefatigable Captain Lee.”18  
Scott even went as far to proclaim that the government should insure Lee’s life for 
$5,000,000 per year.19  
“My general route was about the same that General Longstreet took. . . .20 
The thirty-year-old Virginia native claimed that he had reached Little Round Top and 
had not seen any Yankees21 
. . . one division of the XII Corps was camped on the north side of the hill until 5 
a.m.22  
There was also a Federal signal station atop the hill.23  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid, 340.  
9 James Longstreet, “Lee in Pennsylvania,” The Annals of the War Written by Leading Participants North 
and South, (Philadelphia: The Times Publishing Company, 1879), 421; Longstreet, “Lee’s Right Wing at 
Gettysburg.” 
10 Hyde, Thomas W. Following the Greek Cross, or Memories of the Sixth Army Corps. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 1895. Pg. 146. 
11 Hyde, Following the Greek Cross, 143. 
12 Ibid. 
13 Longstreet, “Lee’s Right Wing at Gettysburg,” 339.  
14 Ibid. 
15 James Longstreet, From Manassas to Appomattox, 363 
16 Ibid. 
17 Johnston, Samuel Letter to Lafayette McLaws. June 27, 1892, in the Southern Historical Papers. Vol. 5. 
183-184. 
18 Thomas, Robert E. Lee: A Biography, 140.  
19 Ibid. 
20 Johnston, 183-184.  
21 Krick, Robert E. L. Staff Officers in Gray: A Biographical Register of the Staff Officers in the Army of 
Northern Virginia 174. 
22 Report of John White Geary in The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the 
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 128 vols. Washington: 1880-1901. Vol. 27, Pt. I, 
825. 



. . . totaling some 25,000 officers and men.24  

. . . akin to going in “with one boot off.”25  
Lee made his way to the Confederate left to finalize his plans.26  
Second Corps commander Richard S. Ewell was nowhere to be found. . . .27  
Trimble, not knowing of a good copula . . . took Lee north of town to the 
Almshouse.28   
Ewell’s men would, the commanders decided, cooperate with Longstreet’s assault. . . 
.29  
“. . . and partially enveloping the enemy’s left, which he was to drive in.”30  
Hill would assist Longstreet as needed. . . .31  
Ewell, meanwhile, “was instructed to make a simultaneous demonstration. . . .”32 
The small town of 2,400 inhabitants boasted six schools in all.33  
Professor Samuel Simon Schmucker was the driving force behind its establishment 
and success.34  
Some 18 Federal cannon also were posted on the Seminary grounds.35  
173 wounded men packed the building by July 6.36  
After the battle, “the buildings almost exclusively appropriated to the use of Federal 
officers.”37 
. . . the entire Seminary grounds served between 600 and 700 patients.38  
The only larger hospital was Camp Letterman. . . .39  
Eventually, life returned to normal in Gettysburg. . . .40   
. . . according to its website, “the larger issues of faith and freedom.”41 
 

Chapter Two: Pitzer Woods 
Wilcox was one of the best. . . . .42  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
23 OR 27, Pt. I: 509, 513, 927, 928, 939; OR 27, Pt. III: 487, 488; Brown, J. Willard. The Signal 
Corps, U. S. A. in the War of the Rebellion. Boston: U. S. Veteran Signal Corps Association, 1896. 360-
361. 
24 Petruzzi and Stanley, 103, 106; Busey and Martin, Regimental Strengths and Losses at Gettysburg, 127, 
131.  
25 Hood, John Bell Letter to James Longstreet. June 28, 1875, in the Southern Historical Society Papers. 
Vol. 4. 145-150. 
26 James Longstreet article in the Southern Historical Society Papers. Vol. 5. 54-86. 
27 Lee and Ewell OR. 
28 Carrington Southern Historical Society Papers 
29 Marshall, Taylor, OR  
30 Lee OR   
31 Lee OR  
32 Lee OR 
33 Smith 
34 Dreese and Seminary Website  
35 Wainwright  
36 Coco 
37 Coco 
38 Coco and Dreese  
39 Ibid.  
40 Dreese  
41 Museum website  
42 Waugh, Class of 46. 



Sometime between 11 a.m. and noon, Sickles ordered Maj. Gen. David B. Birney to 
execute a reconnaissance.43  
Birney turned to. . . .44  
All of this “marching or halting” was “in the plain view of the enemy. . . .”45  
. . . “some 600 or 700 yards distant.”46 
The Sharpshooters took position. . . .47 
Combined, the two Alabama units put 622 men into the field. . . .48  
“I retired, giving an occasional volley to check his advance. . . .”49 
The 1st United States Sharpshooters reported a loss of 2 officers and 16 men, while 
the 3rd Maine lost a total of 48.50   
The Confederates reported their losses at 56 men.51  
Pitzer’s Farm was purchased in 1950. . . .52  
"It is impossible for me to describe the slaughter we had made in their ranks. . . .”53 
The other, more pointed monument. . . .54  
Their first commander was a native of Leeds, Maine. . . .55  
Nicknamed “Old Billy Fixin’” by his men. . . .56 

 
Chapter Three: Longstreet’s March 

Longstreet, still stung. . . .57  
“Why, this won’t do,” Longstreet grumbled. . . .58  
“That suits me.”59 
As Kershaw recalled. . . .60  
The Confederates had a “report. . . .”61   
Spying a low stone wall near the eastern crest of the ridge. . . .62  
As the brigade spread south along the ridge. . . .63  
McLaws recalled that he “rode forward. . . .”64   
. . . though his total actually came in at more than 7,000.65  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
43 Birney, OR 
44 Birney, OR; Treep, OR; Berdan, OR; Petruzzi and Stanley.  
45 Trepp, OR.  
46 Wilcox, OR; Busey and Martin. 
47 Berdan, OR. 
48 Wilcox, OR, Busey and Martin. 
49 Lakeman, OR. 
50 Berdan, OR. 
51 Wilcox, OR. 
52 Entire paragraph citation from the Historic report of Eisenhower farm produced by NPS. 
53 USSS.org 
54 Harrison, The Location of the Monuments, Markers, and Tablets on the Gettysburg Battlefield. 
55 Harrison, Huntington Guide to Monuments.  
56 Tagg; Mackowski and White. 
57 Petruzzi and Stanley, The New Gettysburg Handbook, 5. 
58 McLaws, Gettysburg, Southern Historical Society Papers. 
59 Southern Historical Society Papers, Vol. 7, 64-90. 
60 OR 27. Pt. 2. 367. 
61 McLaws Letter to wife dated July 2, 1863.  
62 OR 27, Pt. 2, 367. 
63 Ibid. 
64 Southern Historical Society Papers, Vol. 7. 64-90. 



One veteran observing “Old Pete” thought. . . .66 
. . . “became hotly engaged & with superior force.”67  
“The firing was the most rapid I have ever witnessed. . . .”68  
“The fire from our lines and from the enemy became incessant. . . .”69 
. . . “straining at the leash.”70  
“We are all going in presently.”71  
“His [the enemy] line extended thence upon the high ground. . . .”72  
Although Alexander was not the ranking artillery officer in Longstreet’s corps. . . .73  
Alexander claims. . . .74 R 
Alexander described the scene. . . .75  
“. . . Five of the 8 that night were dead or severely wounded.”76  
Longstreet described Edward Porter Alexander. . . .77 
 

Chapter Four: Hood Attacks 
. . . he was as “ambitious as he was brave and daring”78  
“[W]e made quick work of the [Rebel] skirmishers . . .”79  
“The enemy’s shells screamed and bursted around us . . .”80  
Hood’s scouts returned “in a very short space of time . . .”81  
“. . . were badly exposed to our attack in that direction.”82 
I found that in making the attack according to orders . . .83 
“Gen’l Lee's orders are to attack up the Emmettsburg [sic] road . . .”84  
Riding to the center of its line, he ordered it forward.85  
“My brave Texans, forward and take those heights!”86  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
65 Ibid.  
66 Dickert, History of Kershaw’s Brigade, 152. 
67 Alexander’s Memoirs, 237.  
68 Reese, Andrew to Southern Banner. August 8, 1863 (August 26, 1863 edition), Blake Collection, 
USAMHI. 
69 OR 27, Pt. 2, 375. 
70 Tucker, Phillip Thomas. Barksdale’s Charge: The True High Tide of the Confederacy at Gettysburg, July 
2, 1863. 79. 
71 Ibid., 87. 
72 Lee, OR. 
73 Alexander letter in Southern Historical Society Papers, Alexander’s Memoirs, Walton’s letter in the 
Southern Historical Society Papers.  
74 Alexander, Fighting for the Confederacy, 238. Actual count using Busey and Martin, and Petruzzi and 
Stanley, and the ORs. 
75 Southern Historical Society Papers, Vol. 4, 97-111. 
76 Alexander’s Memoirs, 240. 
77 Southern Historical Society Papers, Vol. 5, 54-86. 
78 J. B. Polley, Hood’s Texas Brigade, 54.  
79 Hoisington, Daniel J.  Chanhassen: A Centennial History. Roseville: Edinborough Press, 1996. 48. 
80 Decimus et Ultimus Barziza, The Adventures of a Prisoner of War 1863-1864, 44. 
81 Hood Southern Historical Society Papers  
82 Hood Letter Southern Historical Society Papers, Law’s Battles and Leaders Article.  
83 Hood Letter 
84 Hood Letter  
85 Polley, Hood’s Texas Brigade, 54. 
86 Chilton, F.B. Chilton. Unveiling and Dedication of Monument to Hood’s Texas Brigade. Houston: F.B. 
Chilton, 



“. . . not at all chivalrous, exceedingly conceited, and totally selfish.”87  
Longstreet relieved McLaws “for lack of confidence in” the assault on Fort Sanders.88  
John Slyder purchased his 75-acre farm in 1849.89  
A sale ad in the Gettysburg Compiler . . . 90  
“Mama, mama!” cried the boy . . .91  
 

Chapter Five: The Assault Against Little Round Top 
“The rebels are in force; and our skirmishers give way . . .”92  
Another, marked 1:30 p.m., read . . .93  
Meade “rode out to the extreme left . . .”94 
“. . . instead of being near the Round Top mountain, was in advance. . . .”95  
. . . Warren slipped away to Baltimore to marry his fiancée, Emily Welch.96  
Instead, the avenue of Law’s attack aimed them toward the Plum Run Valley . . .97  
Meanwhile, the Texans also lost contact with their support on their other flank . . .98  
Oates “knew it would not do to go on and leave that force. . . .”99  
Most were without anything to drink, though. . . .100  
Law sent word to Oates to keep pressing the attack, and to “turn the Union left.”101  
Leaving behind one company to hold the top of the big hill. . . .102 
Vincent was “of medium stature, but well formed. . . .”103  
Vincent consented and ordered the 16th Michigan to take up the right flank.104   
“The ground occupied by the brigade. . . .”105 
“Scarcely had the troops been put in line. . . .”106 
“We advanced up the mountain under a galling fire. . . .”107 
“In an instant a sheet of smoke and flame burst from our whole line. . . .”108  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1911. 
87 McLaws to Wife July 7, 1863.  
88 Generals in Gray, 204.  
89 Smith, Timothy H. Farms at Gettysburg: The Fields of Battle-Selected Images from the Adams County 
Historical Society, 30.   
90 Gettysburg Compiler, September 18, 1863. 
91 Hoisington, 46. 
92 OR 27, Pt. 3. 488. 
93 Ibid. 
94 OR 27, Pt. 1, 116. 
95 Hyde, Bill.  The Union Generals Speak: The Meade Hearings on the Battle of Gettysburg, 108.  
96 Jordan, David M.  “Happiness is Not My Companion,”: The Life of General G.K. Warren, 82. 
97 Oates, William C.  The War Between the Union and the Confederacy and Its Lost Opportunities with a 
History of the 15th Alabama Regiment and the Forty-Eight Battles in Which it was Engaged, 210. 
98 Simpson, Harold. Hood’s Texas Brigade: Lee’s Grenadier Guard. CITY: Texan Press, 1970. 59; OR. 27, 
PT 2. 404. 
99 Oates,  210-211.  
100 Oates, 212.  
101 Ibid., 211. 
102 Ibid.  
103 Norton, The Attack and Defense of Little Round Top, 284. 
104 History of the 83rd Pennsylvania, 67. 
105 OR 27. Pt. 1. 616. 
106 Ibid. 
107 OR. 27. Pt 2. 391. 
108 History of 83rd PA, 67. 



. . . “firing with accuracy and deadly effect.”109 
“. . . the enemy are coming against us with an overwhelming force.”110 
“The regiments were again ordered forward. . . .”111  
“Confusion reigned supreme everywhere. . . .”112 
Private W. J. Barbee of Company L, 5th Texas. . . .113 
“From some misconstruction of orders. . . .”114 
“What death more glorious can any man desire. . . ?”115 
“. . . there is a gap that must be filled without delay, or the position is gone.”116 
“The wild cries of charging lines . . . .”117  
“Down this way, boys!” he yelled.118  
. . . 48 cannon to bear on the enemy.119  
“[T]he shot went whistling through the air. . . .”120   
Historian Thomas A. Desjardin points out some of the flaws of Warren’s story.121  
Also detracting from Warren’s story. . . .122  

 
Chapter Six: The Defense of the 20th Maine 

“On the right, by file into line. . . .”123  
The ground was “sparsely covered with a growth of oak trees. . . .”124  
. . . “to prevent a surprise on my exposed flank and rear.”125 
Still, the Alabamians hit them. . . .126  
“I saw no enemy until within forty or fifty steps. . . .”127  
. . . “mowed down like grain before the scythe.”128  
Their colonel “fell severely wounded. . . .”129 
Chamberlain, mounting a large rock. . . .130  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
109 OR. 27. Pt 2. 413. 
110 History of 83rd PA, 67. 
111 OR. 27. Pt 2. 413. 
112 Polley, 173. 
113 Ibid., 410. 
114 OR. 27, Pt I. 628. 
115 Norton, 285. 
116 Statement of Joseph M. Leeper, 140th NY; in The Bachelder Papers, Vol. 2, 896. Edited by David L. 
and Audrey J. Ladd.  
117 Farley, Porter., “Reminiscences of Porter Farley, 140th New York Infantry.” in the Rochester Historical 
Society. Vol. 22. 222. 
118 Pfanz, Gettysburg: The Second Day, 229. 
119 Petruzzi and Stanley, 124; Busey and Martin, 172-175.  
120 Warren to Porter Farley July 13, 1872, in The Attack and Defense of Little Round Top, 309. 
121 Desjardin, Thomas A. These Honored Dead: How the Story of Gettysburg Shaped American Memory, 
34-37. 
122 Battles and Leaders. Vol 3. 309-310; OR 27. Pt I. 234-235.  
123 Theodore Gerrish, Portland Advertiser, March 13, 1882. 
124 Ibid. 
125 OR 27. Pt 1. Chamberlain OR. 
126 Chamberlain OR. 
127 Oates in the Southern Historical Society Papers.  
128 Ibid. 
129 Ibid. 
130 Chamberlain OR.  



He “called the captains [together]. . . .”131 
This, in turn, forced Oates to stretch thin his men, too.132 
As the Southerners pushed up the hill again. . . .133  
“. . .my line wavered like a man trying to walk against a strong wind.”134 
The Alabamians “burst upon [Chamberlain’s] left. . . .”135   
We opened a brisk fire at close range. . . .136 
Passing, “through the column waiving my sword. . . .”137  
“Squads of the enemy broke through our line. . . .”138  
. . .“fight rolled backward and forward like a wave.”139 
It was, said a Mainer. . . .140 
. . .“while the hemorrhage of the ranks was appalling.”141  
“With a withering and deadly fire pouring in upon us from every direction. . . .”142  
“One-half of my left wing had fallen. . . .”143 
“With a cheer and a flash of his sword that sent inspiration along the line. . . .”144  
“Come on! Come on! Come on, Boys!”145   
. . .“plunged down the hill into the enemy.”146 
Their line “broke and fell back.”147   
Oates, trying later to cover, claimed. . . .148 
Chamberlain made later claims of his own. . . .149  
Oates put his total losses. . . .150  
. . . “small baled headed man . . . [both] pleasant and courteous.”151 

 
Chapter Seven: Devil’s Den  

Unable to secure his line safely on Little Round Top. . . .152  
“After marching in line of battle at a brisk gait. . . .”153  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
131 Chamberlain, Through Blood & Fire at Gettysburg: Joshua L. Chamberlain and the 20th Maine—My 
Experiences with the 20th Maine Regiment on Little Round Top, 15. 
132 Chamberlain OR.  
133 Ibid. 
134 Oates in the Southern Historical Society Papers.  
135 Chamberlain OR.  
136 Ibid. 
137 Oates SHSP 
138 Chamberlain OR.  
139 Ibid. 
140 Theodore Gerrish, in the Portland Advertiser, March 13, 1882.  
141 Oates Southern Historical Society Papers. 
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143 Chamberlain OR.  
144 Theodore Gerrish, in the Portland Advertiser, March 13, 1882. 
145 Ibid. 
146 Ellis Spear, in the National Tribune, June 12, 1913.  
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150 Oates Letter to John Bachelder dated March 29, 1876.  
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The initial volley “checked the enemy’s advance.”154  
. . .“his brave heart . . . pierced by a rebel bullet. . . .”155 
Another story related by local Emmanuel Bushman in 1875 claims. . . .156 
Historians Garry Adelman and Timothy Smith, in their exhaustive study . . . .157 
 

Chapter Eight: The Wheatfield 
“[T]wo of my regiments. . .” de Trobriand wrote. . . .158  
His veterans “sheltered themselves behind rocks and trunks of trees. . . .”159 
“Our boys . . . .seized the opportunity to catch a ‘cat nap. . . .’”160 
“The stone wall was . . . just a common old-fashioned, thirty-inch stone fence. . . .”161 
“The Confederate’s appeared to have the devil in them. . . . 162  
“The musketry fire reverberating in the woods. . . .”163  
“. . . and we could see them tumbling around right lively.”164  
“. . . Rebel mementos in various parts of their anatomies.”165 
“The line was on the edge of a thick wood. . . .”166  
There he hoped to “attack the orchard on its left rear.”167  
“I don’t want to retire; I am not ready to retire. . . .”168  
“Wait a moment, you will soon see them tumbling back.”169 
Hancock ordered Brig. Gen. John Caldwell to “get your division ready.”170  
“. . . while the men knelt pronounced absolution.”171 
“Cross, this is the last fight you’ll fight without a star. . . .”172 
“[T]he moment that Cross’ line appeared above the crest of the hill. . . .”173  
“Of course our men began to tumble.”174  
“A blind man could not have missed his mark. . . .”175  
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“General Sickles’s order, general. . . .”176 
An astonished observer noted that “Barnes ordered his men to lie down. . . .”177  
“‘. . . and not disgrace the flag you bear or the name of Pennsylvanians.’”178   
. . .“ground [that] was rocky, [and] strewn with immense boulders, and sparsely 
covered with timber.”179  
. . .“thick . . . battle-smoke” created an artificial “dark.”180  
. . .“ a withering fire from the concealed enemy, which staggered them for a 
moment.”181  
. . . a “glance[ing] shot from a boulder” hit Zook himself in the chest.182   
“It is all up with me . . .” the mortally wounded general told an aide.183 “ 
There goes poor Zook,” one lamented.184  
“In our front . . . there was an almost continuous blaze of light. . . .”185  
“Fire low. Remember you are Pennsylvanians.”186   
“I have not seen Zook nor one of his riders,” he remarked. “I have no orders.”187  
“The fight now waged fast and furious. . . .”188 
“[E]specially up the little ravine, the [Union] fire was concentrated. . . .”189 
. . .“as true a knight as ever drew a blade. . . .”190  
“We moved across a creek into a piece of woods. . . .”191  
“. . . then, rising up, delivered their fire.”192  
“With the precision of a dress parade, that magnificent line of Federals lowered their 
pieces and the volley came,” wrote one admiring Confederate.193  
“There goes the Second Brigade. . . .”194  
The Regulars “moved off field in admirable style. . . .”195  
“For two years the U.S. Regulars taught us how to be soldiers. . . .”196  
Generals, colonels, aides and orderlies galloped about through the smoke.197 
“. . . for he had the appearance of a man born to command.”198 
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Wounded again in the leg, he used his scabbard to try to get off the field. . . .199   
. . .“if any man runs, I want the file closers to shoot him. If they don’t, I shall 
myself.”200  
“If I fall never mind me.”201  
“[I]t is amusing to hear them go for each other. . . .”202  
“It was the greatest cursing match I ever listened to. . . .”203 
“. . . more courage in his followers or more terror to his enemies.”204 

 
Chapter Nine: The Peach Orchard 

. . .“but the enemy will not let you get away without a fight.” 205  

. . . “any ground within those limits you choose to occupy, I leave to you.”206  

. . . “& move up to the commanding ground.”207   
Sickles entered the Chancellorsville campaign with 18,721 officers and men, making 
it the second-largest corps in the army.208  
. . . on the way to Gettysburg, the corps had been weakened to 10,674 men, making it 
the third-weakest in Meade’s army.209   
“I will report to General Meade for his instructions.”210  
. . .“met with the approval of his [Hunt’s] . . . judgment. . . .”211  
“Soon the long lines of the Third Corps are seen advancing. . . .”212  
“The Peach Orchard,” wrote Capt. John Bigelow. . . .213 
“The weak point in this line was the salient at the Peach Orchard. . . .”214  
. . . “and the earth literally vibrated under the continuous roar.”215  
“I don’t think there was ever in our war a hotter, harder, sharper artillery afternoon 
than this. . . .”216  
. . .“working like beavers and covered with dust and smoke. . . .”217 
“[T]his artillery was no ordinary kind. . . .”218 
“Now every gun upon that great outer circle seemed to concentrate. . . .”219  
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“[A] shell struck and burst on [his] cartridge box. . . .”220 
I immediately trained the entire line of our guns upon them. . . .221 
He admired his men “moving majestically across the fields. . . .”222  
McGilvery’s men soon had something to say about that of their own. . . .223  
As one South Carolinian remembered. . . .224 
. . . “many of the men seemed to think that now was the time to go into Richmond.”225  
. . .“until they disappeared in the woods on our left, apparently a mob.”226  
“The line before you must be broken. . . .”227 
With that, said one Mississippian. . . .228 
Barksdale “waving, his hat, led the line forward. . . .”229  
“[Y]elling at the top of their voices, without firing a shot. . . .”230  
“[T]he fire from the enemy . . . [was] very severe. . . .”231 
The 114th Pennsylvania—Collis’s Zouaves—attempted to counterattack. . . . 232 
“[G]allantly our men swept the enemy before them. . . .”233  
. . .“Where are my men?”234 
One Alabamian, witnessing the whole thing, thought. . . .235 
[A]ll six [batteries] charged in line across the plain. . . .236  
“There is the peach orchard where Sickles went down and got licked. . . .237  
“No wonder we are thrashed upon every field. . . .”238 
“Thus ended the battle of the Peach orchard. . . .”239  
The other orchard was located directly across the Wheatfield road. . . .240 
. . . a “long-term project to bring back missing features on the Gettysburg battlefield 
that affected the fighting.”241  
The trees should be fully matured in 2018.242  
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. . .“a one story wood farm house and two or three small outbuildings.”243  
During the night of the third day, Henry was anxious to know. . . .244  
. . .“blemished character.”245  
. . .“left alone as if he had the smallpox.”246  
. . . according to biographer James A. Hessler.247   
Dan Sickles “had a very bumptious air. . . .”248  
Henry Hunt, the leading authority on the use of artillery. . . . 249  
. . .“are you aware that every round you fire costs $2.67?”250 
The peach orchard was owned by. . . .251  
“Many histories have been written,” wrote Capt. John Bigelow. . . .”252 

 
Chapter Nine: The Wounding of Sickles 

The III Corps commander was “surrounded by a large staff. . . .”253  
. . . “high shots coming over the crest on both sides and centering there.”254  
“I never knew I was hit. . . .”255  
“General, are you hurt?”256  
“Tell General Birney he must take command,” Sickles replied.257  
Staffers bandaged Sickles’s leg with handkerchiefs. . . .258  
Fearing capture, they placed him on a litter and evacuated him from the field.259  
“Crowd them—we have them on the run.”260  
The charge “was a glorious sight. . . .”261  
Colonel Thomas Griffin noted. . . .262 
Desperate Federal regiments tried to resist. . . .263  
“[W]e stood in a shower of bullets. . . .”264 
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Cadmus Wilcox’s Alabama brigade continued Longstreet’s “echelon” attack. . . .265  
Their colonel went down, then their major. . . .266  
Decimated by casualties and pressed on two fronts. . . .267  
“[You] are alone on the field, without support of any kind!”268 
The battery fired canister at “the most determined skirmishers”. . . .269  
“Captain Bigelow,” the lieutenant colonel said. . . .270  
. . .“very much cramped for room.”271  
. . .“laid beside the pieces.”272  
Bigelow also ordered. . . .273  
 “The enemy opened a fearful musketry fire, men and horses were falling like hail. . . 
.”274 
Despite their “insane, reckless efforts”. . . .275  
Reserving his fire a little, then with depressed guns opening. . . .276 
The 9th Massachusetts Battery lost three of its four officers. . . .277  
Esteemed Sickles historian James Hessler astutely points out. . . .278  
Sickles detractor Brig. Gen. Alexander Webb claimed. . . 279 
. . .“the reporters like his whiskey and cigars and they all stick to him.”280  
“If Sickles had not lost his leg, he would have lost his head.”281  
. . . Abraham was in a lunatic asylum for an alleged fistfight.282  
Historian Gordon Rhea aptly describes Andrew Humphreys. . . .283 
“‘Well, Bigelow, you see I need your assistance. . . .”284  
Capt. Isaac D. Stamps of the 21st Mississippi. . . .285  
 

Chapter Ten: The Fight for Cemetery Ridge 
“Here are your chickens, Sir.”286 
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The 15th Massachusetts and the 82nd New York. . . .287  
The commanders of both Federal regiments fell mortally wounded. . . .288  
riding down the line encouraging his me. . . 289  
“Knock the Hell out of the Rebs,” he told them.290  
“General Barksdale was trying to hold his men. . . .”291 
An officer in the 111th New York described. . . .292  
“The history of this brigade’s operations is written in blood. . . .”293 
Barksdale’s brigade had thus far. . . .294  
“[C]an nothing stop these desperate Mississippians?”295  
The answer came moments later: Death.296  
“Gen. Barksdale was wounded, and he reeled but did not halt. . . .”.297  
“The haughty and supercilious Barksdale. . . .”298 
The woefully undersized Florida Brigade. . . .299  
. . .“until hell freezes over.”300  
“First Minnesota,” the men responded.301  
“Take them!” Hancock ordered.302 
“Every man realized in an instant what the order meant. . . .”303 
“The fire we encountered here was terrible. . . .”304  
. . . he could not “speak too highly of this regiment and its commander in its 
attack.”305 
. . . “the best clothed soldiers that we had ever come across on their side” . . . .306 
“The enemy, made but a short stand. . . .”307 
“As the artillery fire cut down their men. . . .”308  
A portion of the 3rd and all of the 22nd Georgia swarmed in. . . .309  
“My men . . . leaping over the fence, charged up to the top of the crest. . . .”310  
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Snead agreed, and the Federals bagged nearly 200 officers and men.311  
“Well, Alexander, it is mostly a question of supports. . . .”312 
“ . . . Barksdale was probably under the impression that the entire corps was up.”313 
After Barksdale’s men left him on the field. . . .314  
The new captive “was very abusive to the men who carried him.315  
“He was shot through the left breast. . . .”316  
“I found him just after dark . . .”317 
The Magnolia State general died on July 3. . . .318  
In January of 1867, his body was exhumed. . . .319  
Three months later, he was hanged with three other felons. . . .320  
It was constructed at a cost of $16,000 and dedicated on July 2, 1897.321  
Visitors can take a staircase inside the northwest column of the monument to an 
observation deck around the dome.322  
The farm sustained $234 in damage. . . .323   
The Pennsylvania Monument was dedicated. . . .324 
. . .“as do also his aides who now ride closer to him, bracing themselves to meet the 
crisis.”325 
 

Conclusion 
At one point, “a shell . . . struck a pile of rails. . . .”326 
General Longstreet is to blame for not reconnoitering the ground. . . .327  
McLaws blamed Lee, too.328 
Wilcox later said he was “quite certain. . . .”329 
. . .“the best three hours’ fighting ever done by any troops on any battlefield.”330  
His losses were exceedingly high, though.331  
“The loss in my division was near twenty four hundred. . . .”332  
“It was such acts of sagacity and nobleness that won Gettysburg. . . .”333 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
311 Pfanz, 420. 
312 Alexander, 255. 
313 Wert, Longstreet, 277. 
314 Coco, A Vast Sea of Misery, 64-65; Smith, The Farms of Gettysburg, 36. 
315 Bachelder, 1976. 
316 Barksdale, 247. 
317 Barksdale, 248. 
318 Bachelder, 1977. 
319 Ibid., 249-252. 
320 Blue and Gray 65. 
321 Hawthorne, 81; Desjardin, 155.  
322 Ibid.  
323 Coco, A Strange and Blighted Land, 364. 
324 Pennsylvania at Gettysburg, Vol. 2, 37-59. 
325 Pfanz, 421. 
326 Bachelder, 775. 
327 McLaws to his Wife, McLaws Letters.  
328 Ibid. 
329 Patterson, From Blue to Gray: The Life of Confederate General Cadmus M. Wilcox, 63. 
330 Ibid. 
331 Busey and Martin, Passim. 
332 McLaws Letter to Wife July 7, 1863. 



“We felt at every step a heavy stroke of fresh troops. . . .”334  
The stalwart Federal defenses came with high price tags.335 
Unable to watch the progress of Longstreet’s assault. . . .336  
“Things are going splendidly!”337 

 
Appendix B: The Hero of Little Round Top? by Ryan T. Quint 

“But oh, what radiant companionship rose around. . . .”338 
“The word painting is extraordinary. . . .”339  
In Chamberlain’s writing, he and he alone orchestrated the 20th Maine’s attack down 
the hill.340  
. . .“you must permit me to add the remark that I commanded my regiment that 
day.”341 
. . .“notoriously of inability to tell the truth always.”342 
In a National Tribune article, Spear made it clear. . . .343  
In another letter to Oliver Norton, Spear accusingly wrote. . . .344  
Before giving any credit to Chamberlain, Spear instead turned. . . .345 
In his official report, Chamberlain recounted. . . .346 
. . .“deserves as much as any other man the honor of the victory on [Little] Round 
Top.”347 
Shaara’s portrayal of Chamberlain was, in the words of historian Thomas A. 
Desjardin. . . .348  
Even Holman Melcher is present. . . .349  
. . .“around upon a moving pivot, like a great gate upon a post.”350  
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Spear wrote in 1913 that he saw. . . .351  
. . . Spear’s bias comes out as sometimes he even contradicted himself just to make 
Chamberlain look incorrect.352  
 

Appendix C: Home of a Rebel Sharpshooter by James Brookes 
. . . converted them into portable darkrooms by making them lightproof.353  
. . . “free from contamination which might affect the picture.”354  
. . . were much favoured by the popular press.355  
The sharpshooter had evidently been wounded in the head. . . .356 
. . . the “vital ingredient for a perfect view was missing. There were no dead 
bodies.”357  
. . . against the wall to complete the scene.358  
. . . even though they added props such as shells and rifles.359  
. . . in the original catalogue issued only two months following the battle.360  
. . . O’Sullivan was very much present with the Army of the Potomac.361  
. . . the wild pigs that roamed the battlefield during and after the battle.362  
. . . and others as perversions of the story told in his Sketch Book.363  
“ . . .and the skeleton of the soldier lay undisturbed within the mouldering 
uniform.”364  
. . . it was probably the photographer himself who carried it off the field.365 
. . . twenty sharpshooters were killed by concussion from artillery shells resounding 
off the rocks.366  
. . . in what Frederick Law Olmsted titled the “republic of suffering.”367  
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Appendix D: Not a Leg to Stand On: Sickles vs. Meade in the Wake of Gettysburg 
by Chris Mackowski 

“Lincoln dropped into a chair. . . .” and subsequent details of the conversation. 368 
“He certainly got his side of the story. . . .”369 
I rode out to the extreme left, to await the arrival of the Fifth Corp. . . .370 
“As to politics and politicians. . . .”371  
“Rascality and Stupidity,” a Union artillerist wrote. . . . 372 
“It is a melancholy state of affairs. . . .”373 
“It is hard that I am to suffer from the malice of such men. . . .”374 
“[N]othing would suit [Sickles] better. . . .”375 
Meade said he didn’t “consider it good policy to permit such slanders. . . .”376  
“I suppose after a while it will be discovered I was not at Gettysburg at all. . . .”377  
“Hell!” he boasted. “The whole damn battlefield is my memorial!”378 
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