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Footnotes	  
	  
Prologue	  
	  
“I	  see	  the	  Herald	  is	  constantly	  harping	  on	  the	  assertion	  that	  Gettysburg	  was	  fought	  
by	  the	  corps	  commanders....”1	  
“Led	  by	  his	  ardor,	  he	  came	  to	  ask	  to	  resume	  his	  command....”2	  
Subsequent	  biographers	  have	  characterized	  him	  as	  everything	  ranging	  from	  “Sickles	  
the	  Incredible”	  to	  “American	  Scoundrel.”3	  	  
“He	  does	  not	  look	  his	  antecedents....”4	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  George	  Gordon	  Meade,	  The	  Life	  and	  Letters	  of	  George	  Gordon	  Meade,	  Major-‐General	  United	  States	  
Army.	  Vol.	  2	  (New	  York:	  Charles	  Scribner’s	  Son,	  1913),	  160.	  
2	  Regis	  de	  Trobriand,	  Four	  Years	  with	  the	  Army	  of	  the	  Potomac.	  George	  K.	  Dauchy,	  trans.	  (Boston:	  
Ticknor	  and	  Company,	  1889),	  545.	  
3	  see	  Sickles	  the	  Incredible:	  A	  Biography	  of	  Daniel	  Edgar	  Sickles	  by	  William	  Andrew	  Swanberg	  (Charles	  
Scribner’s	  Sons,	  1956)	  and	  American	  Scoundrel:	  The	  Life	  of	  the	  Notorious	  Civil	  War	  General	  Dan	  Sickles	  
by	  Thomas	  Keneally	  (Doubleday,	  2002).	  
4	  Theodore	  Lyman,	  Meade’s	  Army:	  The	  Private	  Notebooks	  of	  Lt.	  Col.	  Theodore	  Lyman.	  David	  W.	  Lowe,	  
editor.	  (Kent,	  Ohio:	  Kent	  State	  University	  Press,	  2007),	  53.	  



“[A]ll	  his	  Gettysburg	  regiments	  formed	  without	  arms,	  in	  double	  line,	  along	  the	  
road....”5	  	  
“As	  he	  passed	  along	  our	  lines,	  he	  was	  greeted	  with	  such	  rounds	  of	  applause....”6	  
“...and	  the	  welcome	  was	  most	  enthusiastic.”7	  
“I	  reported	  for	  duty....”8	  
Meade	  dealt	  with	  the	  insubordination	  lightly	  in	  his	  official	  report	  of	  the	  battle....9	  	  
“He	  instanced	  the	  case	  of	  [Maj.	  Gen.	  Richard]	  Ewell,	  of	  the	  rebel	  army....”10	  	  
“The	  general-‐in-‐chief	  thought,	  not	  without	  reason....”11	  	  
“His	  friends	  [at	  the	  front]	  think	  his	  valor	  carries	  him	  too	  far	  in	  his	  present	  physical	  
condition.”12	  
Sickles	  himself	  later	  admitted	  as	  much....13	  	  
“The	  welcome	  given	  him	  by	  his	  two	  old	  divisions....”14	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  One:	  The	  Fall	  of	  1863	  
	  
“[Robert	  E.]	  Lee	  made	  a	  desperate	  effort	  to	  get	  in	  my	  rear....”15	  
“Lee	  is	  unquestionably	  bullying	  you....”16	  
“It	  was	  not	  a	  retreat,	  but	  a	  withdrawal	  of	  the	  army....”17	  
“I	  am	  willing	  to	  leave	  to	  history	  the	  fact....”18	  	  
“It	  was	  greatly	  in	  my	  interest	  to	  fight....”19	  
“I	  do	  not	  deem	  it	  advisable	  to	  attack	  him	  in	  his	  entrenchments....”20	  
“If	  you	  cannot	  ascertain	  his	  movements,	  I	  certainly	  cannot....”21	  
“I	  take	  this	  occasion	  to	  repeat	  what	  I	  have	  before	  stated....”22	  
“The	  land	  is	  somewhat	  regularly	  hilly....”23	  
“It	  seems	  to	  me	  .	  .	  .	  that	  the	  campaign	  is	  virtually	  over	  for	  the	  present	  season....”24	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
5	  de	  Trobriand,	  545.	  
6	  John	  W.	  Haley,	  The	  Rebel	  Yell	  &	  the	  Yankee	  Hurrah:	  The	  Civil	  War	  Journal	  of	  a	  Maine	  Volunteer,	  Ruth	  
L.	  Silliker,	  ed.	  (Camden,	  ME:	  Down	  East	  Books,	  1985),	  125.	  
7	  de	  Trobriand,	  545-‐6.	  
8	  Joint	  Committee	  on	  the	  Conduct	  of	  the	  War,	  Vol.	  I,	  1865,	  304.	  
9	  Report	  of	  George	  Gordon	  Meade,	  OR	  XXVII,	  Vol.	  1,	  116.	  
10	  JCCW,	  304.	  
11	  de	  Trobriand,	  545	  
12	  New	  York	  Tribune,	  19	  October	  1863.	  
13	  JCCW,	  304.	  
14	  de	  Trobriand,	  545.	  
15	  Meade,	  154.	  
16	  Halleck	  to	  Meade,	  18	  October	  1863,	  OR	  Vol.	  XXIX,	  pt.	  2,	  346.	  
17	  Meade,	  154.	  
18	  Meade,	  153.	  
19	  Meade,	  154-‐5.	  
20	  Robert	  E.	  Lee,	  The	  Wartime	  Papers	  of	  Robert	  E.	  Lee.	  Clifford	  Dowdey	  and	  Louis	  Manarin,	  editors.	  
(New	  York:	  De	  Capo,	  1961),	  609.	  
21	  Halleck	  to	  Meade,	  18	  October	  1863,	  OR	  Vol.	  XXIX,	  pt.	  2,	  346.	  
22	  Meade	  to	  Halleck,	  18	  Oct.	  1863,	  OR	  Vol.	  XXIX,	  pt.	  2,	  346.	  
23	  Lyman,	  Meade’s	  Army,	  55.	  
24	  Meade	  to	  Halleck,	  21	  October	  1863,	  OR	  Vol.	  XXIX,	  pt.	  2,	  361.	  



“The	  President	  was,	  as	  he	  always	  is,	  very	  considerate	  and	  kind....”25	  
“[T]he	  president	  considered	  my	  army	  too	  large....”26	  	  
“Lee	  said,	  “with	  emphasis,”	  that	  “General	  Meade	  was	  the	  most	  dangerous	  
man....”27	  
“We	  were	  very	  anxious	  to	  attack	  or	  be	  attacked....”28	  	  
...“miserable,	  miserable,	  miserable	  management.”29	  
“I	  only	  wish	  the	  General	  had	  good	  Lieutenants....”30	  	  
...“Genl	  Meade	  I	  believe	  is	  repairing	  the	  railroad....”31	  
“The	  condition	  of	  the	  Virginia	  Central	  Railroad,	  upon	  which	  we	  depend....”32	  
“[We]	  hold	  him	  in	  no	  fear	  whatever....”33	  
...“the	  saddest	  chapter	  in	  the	  history	  of	  this	  army.”34	  
“This	  was	  a	  deep	  game....”35	  
	  
Captions:	  
“cuts	  people	  up	  without	  mercy.”36	  
“In	  addition	  to	  other	  infirmities....”37	  
Theodore	  Lyman	  described	  Warrenton....38	  
“Near	  Centreville	  is	  ‘Chantilly....’”39	  
“He	  is	  a	  stout	  man,	  somewhat	  stooping....”40	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  Two:	  Rappahannock	  Station	  and	  Kelly’s	  Ford	  
	  
“Heretofore,	  the	  tide	  has	  been	  uniformly	  against	  us....”41	  
“These	  works	  were	  slight,	  but	  were	  deemed	  adequate....”42	  
“The	  works	  on	  the	  north	  side	  of	  the	  river....”43	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
25	  Meade,154.	  
26	  Meade,	  150.	  
27	  Robert	  Stiles,	  Four	  Years	  Under	  Marse	  Robert	  (New	  York:	  Neale	  Publishing	  Company,	  1903,	  228.	  
28	  Robert	  E.	  Lee,	  Recollections	  and	  Letters	  of	  Robert	  E.	  Lee	  (by	  his	  son),	  Robert	  E.	  Lee,	  ed.	  (New	  York:	  
Doubleday,	  1904),	  103.	  
29	  Walter	  Taylor,	  Lee’s	  Adjutant:	  The	  Wartime	  Letters	  of	  Colonel	  Walter	  Herron	  Taylor,	  1862-‐1865.	  R.	  
Lockwood	  Tower,	  ed.	  (Columbia,	  SC:	  University	  of	  South	  Carolina	  Press,	  1995),	  82.	  
30	  Walter	  H.	  Taylor,	  Four	  Years	  with	  General	  Lee.	  James	  I	  Robertson,	  Jr.,	  ed.,	  (Indianapolis:	  Indiana	  
University	  Press,	  1996),	  88.	  
31	  Lee,	  Wartime	  Papers,	  616.	  
32	  Lee,	  Wartime	  Paper,	  622.	  
33	  Taylor,	  Lee’s	  Adjutant,	  85.	  
34	  Taylor,	  Lee’s	  Adjutant,	  82.	  
35	  Meade,154.	  
36	  Lyman,	  Meade’s	  Army,	  18	  (quoted	  in	  editor’s	  introduction)	  
37	  Lee,	  Wartime	  Papers,	  614.	  
38	  Lyman,	  Meade’s	  Army,	  57.	  
39	  Haley,	  124.	  
40	  Lyman,	  Meade’s	  Army,	  58.	  
41	  Daniel	  Holt,	  A	  Surgeon’s	  Civil	  War:	  The	  Letters	  &	  Diary	  of	  Daniel	  M.	  Holt,	  M.D.	  James	  M.	  Greiner,	  et	  al,	  
eds.	  (Kent,	  OH:	  Kent	  State	  University	  Press,	  1994),	  157.	  
42	  Report	  of	  Robert	  E.	  Lee,	  OR	  XXIX,	  Pt.	  1,	  611.	  



“It	  had	  now	  become	  so	  dark....”44	  
“The	  enemy	  advanced	  in	  overwhelming	  numbers....”45	  	  
...“the	  guns	  placed	  in	  the	  embrasures....”46	  
	  “These	  cannon-‐balls	  as	  they	  came	  tearing	  through	  the	  air....”47	  
The	  6th	  Maine	  infantry	  spearheaded	  the	  assault....48	  	  
Charles	  Clark,	  an	  officer	  in	  the	  regiment,	  described	  their	  advance....49	  
“We	  all	  allowed	  that	  the	  whole	  Army	  of	  the	  Potomac	  were	  coming....”50	  
“The	  enemy	  then	  poured	  over	  the	  trenches....”51	  	  
But	  what	  a	  cacophony	  it	  made,	  Holt	  said....52	  	  
“[P]ontoons	  were	  pushed	  over	  the	  hill,	  preceded	  by	  a	  skirmish	  line....”53	  
“You	  can	  image	  the	  boys	  going	  through	  the	  river	  nearly	  waist	  deep....”54	  
...“reduced	  more	  than	  I	  expected	  by	  the	  fight	  at	  Kelly’s	  Ford....”55	  
“Though	  we	  have	  much	  to	  make	  us	  sad	  tonight....”56	  
“It	  was	  some	  satisfaction....”57	  
“We	  were	  up	  by	  the	  light	  of	  the	  stars....”58	  
“[W]e	  passed	  over	  the	  ground	  of	  the	  fight....”59	  
...“the	  men	  all	  ran	  to	  the	  road	  and	  cheered	  and	  yelled	  most	  vociferously.”60	  	  
“Meade	  manifests	  no	  very	  determined	  disposition	  to	  catch	  up	  with	  us....”61	  
“Then	  it’s	  time	  we	  were	  out	  of	  this!”62	  	  
...“like	  a	  man	  of	  disappointed	  hopes	  .	  .	  .	  gazed	  around	  the	  country....”63	  
...“where	  a	  general	  battle	  can	  be	  delivered	  on	  more	  favorable	  terms.”64	  	  
“If	  compelled	  to	  fight	  Lee	  behind	  his	  works....”65	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
43	  Report	  of	  Jubal	  Early,	  OR	  XXIX,	  Pt.	  1,	  619.	  
44	  Holt,	  155	  
45	  Report	  of	  Robert	  E.	  Lee,	  OR	  XXIX,	  Pt.	  1,	  613.	  
46	  Report	  of	  Jubal	  Early,	  OR	  XXIX,	  Pt.	  1,	  619.	  
47	  Wilbur	  Fisk,	  Hard	  Marching	  Every	  Day:	  The	  Civil	  War	  Letters	  of	  Private	  Wilbur	  Fisk,	  1861-‐1865.	  Emil	  
&	  Ruth	  Rosenblatt,	  eds.	  (Lawrence,	  KS:	  University	  of	  Kansas	  Press,	  1992),	  160-‐1.	  
48	  Fisk,	  159.	  
49	  Charles	  Clark,	  “Campaigning	  with	  the	  Sixth	  Maine:	  a	  paper	  read	  before	  the	  Iowa	  Commandery	  
Military	  Order	  of	  the	  Loyal	  Legion	  of	  the	  United	  States,”	  1897,	  46.	  
50	  Clark,	  47.	  
51	  Report	  of	  Jubal	  Early,	  OR	  XXIX,	  Pt.	  1,	  623.	  
52	  Holt,	  155.	  
53	  Haley,	  127.	  
54	  As	  quoted	  by	  Mike	  Block,	  “‘Miserable,	  miserable	  management’:	  The	  Battles	  of	  Rappahannock	  
Station	  and	  Kelly’s	  Ford,”	  A	  Want	  of	  Vigilance:	  The	  Battle	  of	  Bristoe	  Station	  by	  William	  Backus	  and	  
Rob	  Orrison	  (El	  Dorado	  Hills,	  CA:	  Savas	  Beatie,	  2015).	  
55	  Stephen	  Dodson	  Ramseur,	  The	  Bravest	  of	  the	  Brave:	  The	  Correspondence	  of	  Stephen	  Dodson	  
Ramseur.	  George	  G.	  Kundahl,	  ed.,	  (Chapel	  Hill:	  University	  of	  North	  Carolina	  Press,	  2010),	  175.	  
56	  Taylor,	  Lee’s	  Adjutant,	  83.	  
57	  Holt,	  156.	  
58	  Lyman,	  Meade’s	  Army,	  63.	  
59	  Fisk,	  161.	  
60	  Lyman,	  45.	  
61	  Taylor,	  Lee’s	  Adjutant,	  85.	  
62	  Lyman,	  45.	  
63	  Lyman,	  Meade’s	  Headquarters,	  45.	  
64	  Lee,	  The	  Wartime	  Papers,	  621.	  



“I	  certainly	  expected	  he	  would	  fight....”66	  
At	  the	  very	  least,	  Meade	  hoped	  Lee’s	  retreat....67	  	  
“You	  seem	  to	  be	  very	  much	  puzzled	  about	  my	  retreat	  as	  you	  misname	  it....”68	  	  
Meade	  gave	  the	  honor	  of	  leading	  the	  delegation	  to	  Brig.	  Gen.	  David	  Russell....69	  	  
Russell	  “rode	  his	  old	  black	  horse	  right	  up	  to	  the	  intrenchments....”70	  	  
...he	  “insisted	  his	  wound	  was	  so	  slight	  as	  not	  to	  require	  care	  or	  treatment	  .	  .	  .”71	  
Russell’s	  commander,	  Brig.	  Gen.	  Horatio	  Wright,	  singled	  him	  out....72	  
On	  November	  19,	  Stanton	  sent	  a	  note	  to	  Meade....73	  	  
“His	  experience	  was	  interesting	  if	  unsatisfactory....”74	  
En	  route,	  “his	  wound	  proving	  more	  serious....”75	  	  
Halleck	  “was	  very	  urgent	  that	  something	  should	  be	  done....”76	  	  
...“had	  better	  fight	  instead	  of	  running	  away....”77	  
“[A]s	  he	  did	  not	  explain	  how	  I	  could	  fight	  to	  advantage....”78	  	  
“I	  take	  this	  occasion	  to	  repeat	  what	  I	  have	  before	  stated....”79	  	  
Meade	  understood	  “the	  condition	  of	  the	  public	  mind	  would	  hardly	  brook	  delay”....80	  	  
“I	  used	  to	  think	  how	  nice	  it	  would	  be	  to	  be	  Commander	  in	  Chief....”81	  
“A	  wretched	  weather!”	  with	  “Ice	  thicker	  than	  plate	  glass,	  these	  last	  two	  nights.”82	  
“Weather	  exceeding	  fine....”83	  
“As	  to	  .	  .	  .	  our	  present	  whereabouts....”84	  
“[T]he	  way	  some	  ruined	  framed	  buildings	  went	  to	  pieces....”85	  
“[T]he	  army	  is	  in	  fine	  spirits....”86	  	  
	  
Captions:	  	  
“The	  General	  is	  busy	  with	  maps	  and	  officer....”87	  
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“[W]ith	  the	  alacrity	  of	  school	  boys	  and	  determination	  firm	  as	  a	  rock...”88	  
“Quite	  late,	  we	  got	  a	  despatch	  that	  [Sedgwick]	  had	  driven	  them	  from	  their	  rifle-‐puts,	  
and	  we	  thought	  he	  had	  done	  pretty	  well	  for	  an	  afternoon,”	  said	  a	  member	  of	  Meade’s	  
staff.	  “But	  just	  at	  dusk,	  the	  distant	  roll	  of	  musketry	  indicated	  he	  was	  assaulting;	  and	  
a	  telegraph	  has	  just	  come,	  that	  he	  has	  taken	  the	  redoubt.	  .	  .	  .	  So	  we	  go	  to	  sleep,	  
encouraged	  and	  hopeful.”89	  
“It	  was	  the	  coldest	  water	  I	  ever	  forded....”90	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  Three:	  Thanksgiving	  Day	  
	  
“Thanksgiving	  day	  in	  the	  North,	  November	  26th,	  should	  be	  remembered....”91	  
In	  “turning	  the	  enemy’s	  works,	  and	  compelling	  him	  to	  give	  battle....”92	  
“The	  plan	  promised	  brilliant	  success....”93	  	  
“[F]ull	  explanations	  of	  the	  project	  were	  given....”94	  
On	  November	  23,	  “orders	  were	  issued	  requiring	  the	  troops	  to	  be	  in	  readiness....”95	  
“On	  Tuesday,	  November	  24	  .	  .	  .	  we	  struck	  tents....96	  	  
“It	  is	  raining,	  and	  we	  all	  live	  in	  mud....”97	  
“The	  weather	  was	  grim	  and	  forbidding....”98	  
“Well,	  we	  are	  going	  to	  have	  a	  little	  peace	  and	  comfort	  now!”99	  
“It	  is	  of	  utmost	  importance	  to	  the	  success	  of	  any	  movement....”100	  
“I	  wish	  some	  critics,	  who	  complain	  of	  our	  inactivity....”101	  
“[I]t	  would	  seem	  that	  winter	  quarters....”102	  	  
“We	  were	  up	  and	  away	  before	  light....”103	  	  
“[A]s	  the	  beams	  of	  the	  rising	  sun	  touched	  the	  wintry	  frost....”104	  
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“Before	  setting	  forth	  the	  men	  were	  cheered	  by	  news....”105	  	  
The	  news,	  said	  one	  man,	  was	  “good	  news	  to	  march	  on.”106	  
“There	  was	  need	  enough	  of	  whatever	  encouragement	  they	  could	  receive....”107	  
Meade	  directed	  Brig.	  Gen.	  George	  Custer	  “to	  make	  demonstrations	  .	  .	  .	  as	  if	  to	  
cross”....108	  	  
“[L]ong	  lines	  of	  wagons	  filed	  over	  the	  plain	  towards	  Culpeper	  Court	  House....”109	  
“The	  surface	  of	  the	  ground	  was	  full	  of	  water	  from	  the	  recent	  rains....”110	  
“[I]t	  was	  with	  no	  great	  degree	  of	  comfort	  that	  we	  trudged	  towards	  the	  Rapidan....”111	  
On	  the	  northernmost	  route....112	  
Newton	  followed....113	  
“Roads	  were	  rapidly	  cut	  out	  among	  the	  trees	  and	  batteries	  posted....”114	  	  
...“a	  movement	  attended	  with	  no	  little	  difficulty....”115	  
“The	  men	  in	  wading	  the	  river,	  which	  was	  deep	  and	  swift....”116	  	  
“An	  inspection	  was	  had....”117	  	  
“The	  halt	  was	  all	  the	  more	  tiresome	  at	  the	  fords....”118	  
“[T]he	  roads	  were	  very	  heavy	  and	  everything	  moved	  laboriously....”119	  	  
“The	  road	  was	  not	  cleared	  until	  11	  a.m.,”	  Sedgwick	  tactfully	  reported.120	  	  
“A	  severe	  battle	  had	  been	  anticipated	  at	  the	  fords....”121	  
Prince,	  “[h]aving	  no	  knowledge	  whatever	  of	  the	  place	  where	  I	  was	  to	  cross....”122	  	  
“The	  enemy	  were	  showing	  themselves	  in	  some	  small	  force....”123	  
“[T]hrow	  your	  bridge	  immediately,	  and	  cross	  without	  delay....”124	  
“General	  Prince	  is	  very	  slow,”	  French	  responded.125	  
“It	  is	  the	  worst	  place	  I	  have	  seen	  for	  a	  pontoon	  bridge....”126	  	  
“[T]he	  pioneers	  were	  constructing	  a	  support	  of	  earth	  and	  logs....”127	  
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“[M]y	  Regiment	  was	  selected	  to	  cross	  in	  the	  first	  boats....”128	  	  
“Artillery	  can	  only	  get	  up	  by	  doubling	  teams,	  and	  it	  is	  difficult	  then....”129	  	  
“‘We	  are	  in	  the	  bowels	  of	  the	  enemy,’	  remarked	  Gen.	  Prince....’”130	  
“The	  firing	  resulted	  in	  the	  wounding	  of	  a	  dog....”131	  
...“gloom	  began	  to	  set	  in.”132	  	  
“The	  movement	  now	  became	  very	  spasmodic....”133	  
“No	  cases	  of	  insomnia	  were	  heard	  of	  during	  the	  night....”134	  
“[T]hose	  who	  were	  not	  too	  much	  exhausted	  [made]	  fire....”135	  	  
	  
Captions:	  	  
“My	  army	  is	  in	  excellent	  condition	  and	  in	  high	  spirits....”136	  
“Our	  Brigade	  is	  in	  the	  advance	  and	  will	  be	  in	  the	  fight	  first....”137	  
“[W]e	  could	  not	  tell	  that	  the	  woods	  were	  not	  full	  of	  [Confederates]....”138	  
“As	  soon	  as	  I	  could	  lay	  off	  my	  traps	  and	  gun....”139	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  Four:	  Into	  the	  Wilderness	  
	  
“Every	  commanding	  height	  on	  the	  south	  bank	  of	  the	  river....”140	  	  
On	  November	  25,	  intelligence	  had	  tipped	  Lee	  off....141	  	  
“Prepare	  the	  troops	  around	  Richmond....”142	  	  
“All	  should	  be	  advanced	  toward	  Hanover	  Junction	  that	  can.”143	  	  
“[T]he	  Federal	  army	  greatly	  exceeds	  this	  in	  number....”144	  
“But	  later	  in	  the	  day,”	  said	  Jubal	  Early....145	  
As	  for	  Custer’s	  ruse,	  Early	  reported....146	  	  
“The	  country	  in	  that	  vicinity	  was	  unfavorable	  for	  observation....”147	  
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He	  issued	  instructions	  to	  Early....148	  	  
“Matters	  seem	  to	  be	  drifting	  toward	  our	  old	  and	  renowned	  battle-‐fields....”149	  	  
“If	  God	  be	  with	  us....”150	  	  
The	  loss	  at	  Chattanooga,	  he	  confessed,	  was	  “a	  severe	  blow....”151	  
“Silence	  at	  last	  reigned	  over	  the	  forest....”152	  
...“through	  regions	  where	  apparently	  the	  foot	  of	  man	  had	  never	  before	  
wandered.”153	  
“‘The	  Wilderness,’”	  a	  Pennsylvanian	  mused....154	  
“You	  may,	  therefore	  imagine	  our	  feelings....”155	  
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“[T]here	  is	  a	  fatality	  attached	  to	  this	  part	  of	  Virginia....”156	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  Five:	  Robinson’s	  Tavern	  	  
	  
Meade	  and	  his	  staff	  awoke	  before	  daylight...”157	  	  
The	  morning	  broke	  “quite	  cold	  and	  the	  water	  froze	  in	  the	  tent.”158	  	  
...“dense,	  scrub-‐oak	  wood,	  penetrated	  only	  by	  farm	  roads....”159	  	  
“The	  country	  .	  .	  .	  was	  difficult	  to	  move	  and	  maneuvre	  [sic]	  in....”160	  
“Our	  brigade	  was	  at	  the	  head	  of	  the	  division....”161	  	  
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“On	  the	  crest	  of	  the	  ridge	  ahead	  of	  us	  and	  to	  the	  left	  of	  the	  road....”163	  	  
“[W]e	  couldn’t	  resist	  picturing	  what	  this	  tavern	  might	  be....”164	  
As	  the	  Federal	  column	  approached	  the	  tavern,	  a	  woman	  appeared....165	  
“One	  who	  is	  accustomed	  to	  war	  can	  tell....”166	  
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“[O]ur	  cavalry	  skirmishers	  came	  galloping	  back....”167	  	  
“They	  must	  have	  been	  glad	  to	  see	  us....”168	  
...“marched	  eastward	  to	  strike	  the	  enemy	  while	  moving,	  or	  accept	  battle	  if	  
offered.”169	  
As	  the	  column	  came	  in	  view	  of	  the	  open	  ground	  around	  Locust	  Grove....170	  	  
Hays	  deployed	  his	  division	  on	  the	  right	  side	  of	  the	  road....171	  	  
Some	  of	  his	  men	  tried	  digging	  in	  for	  extra	  protection....172	  	  
Inspecting	  the	  line,	  Early	  found....173	  	  
“The	  enemy’s	  guns	  raked	  the	  road	  as	  far	  as	  they	  could	  reach....”174	  
“I	  could	  see	  nothing	  of	  the	  enemy's	  position....”175	  
Supposing	  the	  attackers	  to	  be	  Federal	  horsemen....176	  
It	  “required	  dispositions	  .	  .	  .	  which	  nearly	  deployed	  all	  my	  forces....”177	  
...the	  situation	  “required	  caution	  on	  my	  part.”178	  	  
“The	  Fifth	  Corps	  is	  in	  sight	  moving	  up	  on	  my	  left....”179	  	  
“The	  head	  of	  my	  column	  is	  near	  the	  plank	  road....”180	  
“What	  are	  you	  waiting	  for?”	  Humphreys	  responded....181	  
“I	  think	  the	  skirmish	  almost	  deserved	  the	  name	  of	  a	  battle....”182	  	  
He	  “showed	  us	  his	  cape	  with	  thirty-‐one	  bullet	  holes	  in	  it....”183	  
“[S]ome	  troops	  on	  our	  right	  gave	  way	  or	  were	  withdrawn....”184	  
“It	  was	  from	  the	  opposite	  side	  of	  this	  swamp....”185	  
“The	  enemy	  in	  front	  of	  Warren	  at	  length	  became	  so	  active	  and	  enterprising....”186	  	  
Warren	  timed	  his	  advance	  just	  before	  dark....187	  	  
“The	  woods	  [the	  enemy]	  occupied	  prevented	  the	  efficient	  use	  of	  lines	  of	  battle....”188	  	  
“Though	  it	  did	  not	  stop	  the	  fighting....”189	  
He’d	  long	  before	  sent	  word	  to	  Lee	  ....190	  	  
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“[T]he	  enemy’s	  whole	  force	  had	  moved	  up	  to	  us....”191	  
“In	  going	  to	  the	  front	  [earlier]	  in	  the	  day....”192	  	  
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“This	  affair	  closed	  at	  dark	  and	  was	  a	  very	  unexpected	  fight....”193	  
General	  Francis	  Meagher,	  formerly	  of	  the	  Irish	  Brigade....194	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  Six:	  New	  Hope	  Church	  
	  
...“and	  a	  crooked,	  hilly	  road	  it	  turned	  out	  to	  be,”	  one	  marcher	  attested.195	  	  
“It	  was	  a	  beautiful	  sight,	  as	  we	  rose	  to	  the	  top	  of	  a	  hill....”196	  
“There	  was	  excellent	  reason	  for	  this	  precaution....”197	  
“This	  train	  was	  strongly	  guarded	  by	  a	  corps	  front	  and	  rear....”198	  
“It	  was	  a	  bold	  dash	  to	  come	  in	  between	  two	  army	  corps....”199	  
“Under	  his	  blue	  overcoat	  we	  found	  the	  rebel	  gray,”	  Dawes	  said.200	  
Brigade	  commander	  Lysander	  Cutler	  credited	  the	  6th	  and	  2nd	  Wisconsin....201	  	  
For	  all	  Sykes’s	  tardiness,	  Stuart	  marveled....202	  
“The	  country	  was	  so	  densely	  wooded....”203	  	  
“The	  enemy	  endeavored	  to	  check	  the	  advance	  by	  discharge	  of	  canister....”204	  
Only	  at	  New	  Hope	  Church	  could	  the	  Federals	  finally	  deploy	  in	  any	  strength.205	  
“Additional	  squadrons	  of	  dismounted	  men....”206	  	  
...“one	  of	  the	  prettiest	  little	  things	  he	  had	  ever	  seen	  done	  by	  volunteer	  troops.”207	  	  
Stuart,	  on	  the	  receiving	  end	  of	  that	  prettiness,	  called	  it	  “a	  very	  uneven	  contest.”208	  	  	  
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...“the	  cavalry	  could	  make	  no	  further	  impression.	  .	  .	  .”209	  	  
“[A]	  heavy	  battle	  line	  of	  infantry,	  with	  their	  Enfield	  rifles....”210	  
“What	  in	  hell	  are	  you-‐uns	  shootin’	  with?”	  one	  bewildered	  Confederate	  asked.211	  
“After	  several	  unsuccessful	  attempts	  to	  clear	  [the]	  front	  by	  skirmishers....”212	  	  
Heth	  “requested	  him	  to	  permit	  me	  to	  advance....”213	  
Heth	  deployed,	  but	  “to	  my	  astonishment,”	  he	  wrote....214	  	  
Heth	  placed	  him	  under	  arrest,	  then	  tried	  to	  realign	  the	  brigade.215	  
“I	  am	  getting	  my	  troops	  in	  position,”	  Sykes	  reported....”216	  
Had	  the	  III	  Corps	  “moved	  promptly....”217	  	  
	  
Captions	  	  
“We	  were	  up	  and	  away	  before	  light....”218	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  Seven:	  The	  Road	  to	  Payne’s	  Farm	  
	  
Therefore,	  to	  avoid	  that	  potential	  clash,	  Andrew	  Humphreys	  recalled....219	  	  
“Delay	  to	  this	  time	  must	  be	  considered	  as	  caused....?220	  
“I	  ordered	  that	  one	  man	  should	  return	  and	  report....”221	  	  
“This	  messenger,	  in	  attempting	  to	  fulfill	  this	  order,	  was	  chased	  off	  of	  the	  road....”222	  	  
“It	  must	  be	  acknowledged	  that	  this	  reception....?223	  	  
French	  was	  “a	  large	  man	  with	  a	  red	  nose,	  a	  flushed	  face....”224	  	  
Men	  referred	  to	  him	  as	  “Blinky”	  because....225	  
When	  French	  came	  up	  Jacob’s	  Ford	  Road	  to	  make	  his	  headquarters,	  the	  men	  
jeered....226	  	  
Someone	  suggested	  more	  darkly....227	  
“[O]ld	  Blinkey	  was	  ‘fuller’n	  a	  goat....’”228	  
In	  an	  11:00	  a.m.	  message	  to	  French....229	  	  
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...Humphreys	  sent	  a	  more	  urgent	  message	  a	  half	  hour	  later....230	  
“General	  Humphreys	  desires	  me	  to	  communicate	  to	  you....”231	  
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“This	  portion	  of	  the	  country	  had	  not	  been	  previously	  visited....”232	  
...“justice	  demands	  that	  his	  shameful	  conduct	  should	  be	  fully	  described....”233	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  Eight:	  The	  Battle	  of	  Payne’s	  Farm	  (Part	  I)	  
	  
“No	  instructions	  were	  given	  me,	  however....”234	  
“The	  general	  orders	  that	  you	  move	  on	  by	  the	  Robertson’s	  Tavern	  road....”235	  
Suddenly,	  “I	  received	  orders	  to	  cease	  all	  operations....”236	  
Instead,	  Prince	  rode	  back	  to	  headquarters....237	  	  
“He	  begged	  me	  to	  understand....”238	  	  
“The	  general	  says	  go	  on.”239	  
“’Bing!	  Bing!	  Whang!’”	  said	  one	  Federal	  soldier....240	  
...a	  “body	  of	  troops	  marching	  slowly	  along	  a	  country	  road....”241	  	  
“I	  must	  say	  this	  was	  the	  promptest	  movement	  I	  saw	  during	  the	  war....”242	  	  
“They	  had	  scarcely	  proceeded	  20	  paces,	  however....”243	  
“Slowly	  advancing	  through	  the	  woods	  into	  an	  open	  field....”244	  	  
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“The	  brigade	  was	  under	  a	  severe	  fire....”250	  
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During	  the	  blizzard,	  Lt.	  Col.	  Raleigh	  T.	  Colston	  of	  the	  2nd	  Virginia....254	  	  
“It	  seemed,”	  said	  one	  Tar	  Heel....”255	  
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Chapter	  Nine:	  The	  Battle	  of	  Payne’s	  Farm	  (Part	  II)	  
	  
The	  28-‐year-‐old	  commander....259	  	  
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The	  37th	  opened	  what	  the	  New	  Yorkers	  called	  “a	  brisk	  fire....”264	  	  
Williams	  found	  himself	  still	  essentially	  surrounded....265	  
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“The	  opposing	  lines	  became	  wrapt	  in	  one	  dense	  sheet	  of	  musketry....”288	  
“To	  us	  it	  looked	  as	  though	  there	  would	  be	  a	  chance....”289	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
265	  Williams,	  870.	  
266	  Blake,	  259.	  
267	  Prince,	  763.	  
268	  Steuart,	  863.	  
269	  Report	  of	  Stephen	  Thruston,	  OR	  XXIX,	  pt.	  1,	  866.	  
270	  McAllister,	  Letters,	  364.	  
271	  McAllister,	  768.	  
272	  David	  B.	  Swinfen,	  Ruggles’	  Regiment	  (UPNE,	  1982),	  31.	  
273	  McAllister,	  Letters,	  365.	  
274	  Report	  of	  James	  A.	  Walker,	  OR	  XXIX,	  pt.	  1,	  849.	  
275	  Ibid.	  
276	  Simon	  Burdick	  Cummins,	  Give	  God	  the	  Glory:	  Memoirs	  of	  a	  Civil	  War	  Soldier,	  Melvin	  Jones,	  ed.,	  64.	  
277	  Helena	  Adelaide	  Howell,	  ed.,	  Chronicles	  of	  the	  One	  Hundred	  Fifty-‐First	  Regiment	  (Albion,	  NY:	  M.	  
Eddy,	  1911),	  49.	  
278	  Johnson,	  848.	  
279	  From	  Civil	  War	  Trust	  wayside	  #8	  at	  Payne’s	  Farm.	  
280	  Cummins,	  64.	  
281	  Howell,	  38.	  
282	  Lewis,	  52.	  
283	  Ibid,	  53.	  
284	  Report	  of	  Leroy	  Stafford,	  OR	  XXIX,	  pt.	  1,	  871.	  
285	  Ibid.	  
286	  G.	  M.	  G.	  Stafford,	  42-‐43.	  
287	  Lewis,	  56.	  
288	  Lewis,	  53	  
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“The	  fighting	  that	  has	  occurred	  to-‐day....”313	  
One	  VI	  Corps	  soldier	  described	  “Uncle	  John”	  Sedgwick....314	  
“We	  had	  few	  officers	  who	  could	  command	  10,000	  men	  as	  well	  as	  he....”315	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  Ten:	  Along	  Mine	  Run	  
	  
“[S]lop,	  slop	  in	  the	  mud....”316	  
“A	  pretty	  place	  to	  pass	  my	  Wedding-‐day!”317	  	  
...Meade	  flashed	  “a	  look	  that	  expressed	  supreme	  displeasure.”318	  
“After	  cooking	  and	  eating	  breakfast,	  the	  lines	  were	  formed....”319	  	  
“We	  passed	  the	  point	  where	  we	  held	  by	  the	  enemy	  yesterday....”320	  	  
“A	  heavy	  rain	  came	  on,”	  Warren	  later	  reported.321	  	  
“[D]uring	  a	  severe	  rain-‐storm,	  the	  line	  was	  advanced...”322	  
In	  all,	  the	  Federals	  advanced	  a	  mile	  and	  a	  half	  beyond	  their	  previous	  day’s	  
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“The	  ravine	  of	  the	  run	  was	  difficult	  of	  passage....”325	  	  
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Confederates	  had	  thrown	  up	  their	  initial	  defenses....333	  
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Sykes	  made	  it	  unanimous.357	  	  
In	  short,	  said	  a	  II	  Corps	  historian	  later....358	  
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“In	  the	  afternoon,”	  said	  an	  Alabamian....376	  
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Just	  then,	  word	  came	  to	  Warren	  from	  Gregg’s	  cavalry....387	  	  
This	  was,	  said	  Warren’s	  adjutant,	  Frances	  Walker....388	  
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Brigadier	  General	  Horatio	  Wright,	  one	  of	  Sedgwick’s	  division	  commanders....400	  	  
To	  take	  advantage	  of	  both	  potential	  openings....401	  
Stripped	  of	  two	  of	  his	  divisions,	  French	  would	  hold	  the	  left....402	  	  
Newton,	  from	  his	  position	  on	  the	  turnpike....403	  	  
“No	  one	  doubted	  that	  the	  morrow	  would	  see	  a	  bloody	  sunrise,”	  wrote	  Walker....404	  
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Warren’s	  route	  from	  Robinson’s	  Tavern....405	  
Major	  General	  Gouverneur	  K.	  Warren	  was	  someone....406	  
Mine	  Run,	  much	  smaller	  on	  this	  end	  of	  the	  battlefield....407	  	  
On	  the	  Federal	  right,	  “We	  were	  not	  allowed	  to	  build	  any	  fires	  during	  that	  night....”408	  
“The	  wind	  blew	  furiously	  and	  chilled	  us....”409	  
“At	  nightfall,	  to	  shield	  themselves	  from	  the	  cold	  wind....”410	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  Twelve:	  Expecting	  a	  Carnival	  of	  Death	  
	  
“Early	  on	  the	  morning	  of	  November	  30....”411	  	  
“I	  spent	  all	  night	  in	  disposing	  my	  force....”412	  
“I	  was	  thus	  prepared	  for	  strong	  and	  repeated	  assaults....”413	  
“At	  eight	  a.m.,	  at	  the	  sound	  of	  a	  thirty-‐pounder	  gun....”414	  
“The	  General	  Orders	  .	  .	  .	  meant	  very	  serious,	  stubborn,	  bloody	  fighting....”415	  
As	  the	  first	  traces	  of	  twilight	  colored	  the	  eastern	  horizon....	  416	  	  
“Certain	  it	  was	  that	  there	  was	  a	  deal	  of	  fight	  in	  those	  six	  divisions....”417	  
Daylight	  came,	  and	  with	  it	  a	  high,	  cold	  wind.418	  	  
“We	  looked	  across	  the	  valley	  and	  there	  we	  could	  see....”419	  
“The	  cold	  had	  increased	  steadily	  for	  hours....”420	  	  
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“Their	  works	  commanded	  a	  slope	  which	  could	  not	  have	  been	  improved....”421	  	  
“In	  front	  of	  Hays	  and	  Webb,	  however,	  the	  ground	  was	  open....”422	  	  
“[A]s	  the	  sun	  shone	  upon	  the	  enemy’s	  line,	  I	  examined	  the	  whole	  front....”423	  	  
To	  reach	  the	  line,	  Warren	  predicted....424	  
“In	  such	  an	  eager	  and	  nipping	  air....”425	  
“We	  knew	  the	  quality	  of	  our	  antagonists,”	  he	  said.426	  
Livermore,	  awed,	  could	  hardly	  believe....427	  
Charles	  Banes	  of	  the	  Philadelphia	  Brigade	  noted....428	  
“Our	  men	  here	  saw	  the	  danger,	  yet	  were	  ready	  to	  face	  it....429	  
“Every	  man	  prepared	  himself	  and	  waited	  for	  the	  final	  command....”430	  
“One	  man	  was	  securing	  the	  fastening	  of	  his	  shoes....”431	  
“[F]rom	  daylight	  every	  man	  thought	  he	  heard	  the	  signal	  gun....”432	  
The	  men	  waited,	  he	  said....433	  
“The	  boys	  were	  tired	  of	  waiting,”	  said	  Wilbur	  Fisk.434	  	  
The	  men	  would	  “almost	  have	  welcomed	  the	  command....”435	  
Like	  the	  II	  Corps	  on	  the	  left,	  the	  men	  of	  the	  V	  and	  VI	  corps	  spent	  the	  night....436	  
“[W]hat	  are	  the	  little	  white	  patches	  on	  all	  these	  overcoats	  of	  army-‐blue?”437	  
Sedgwick,	  “who	  was	  waiting	  .	  .	  .	  to	  hurl	  his	  human	  avalanche	  against	  the	  foe....”438	  	  
Watching	  the	  bombardment	  “in	  full	  view	  of	  the	  rebels....”439	  
“As	  I	  looked	  out	  upon	  the	  task	  proposed....”440	  	  
“After	  leaving	  the	  wood	  the	  ground	  sloped	  to	  the	  run....”441	  
“Not	  a	  murmur	  escaped	  the	  lips	  of	  our	  boys....”442	  
When	  Hill	  began	  shifting	  his	  men	  to	  the	  right....443	  
“[T]hough	  warmly	  clad,	  I	  never	  suffered	  more	  in	  my	  life....”444	  	  
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Like	  many	  other	  southerners,	  Worsham	  took	  what	  opportunity	  he	  could....445	  
Lee	  supposed	  the	  artillery	  bombardment....446	  	  
Although	  the	  Federal	  guns	  fired	  “quite	  heavily	  for	  a	  time....”447	  
Across	  Mine	  Run,	  the	  sound	  of	  cannon	  rumbled	  down	  the	  Federal	  line....448	  	  
“All	  now	  seemed	  to	  feel	  the	  magnitude	  of	  the	  task	  before	  them....”449	  
	  
Captions:	  	  
“[T]he	  moon	  was	  shining	  brightly,	  the	  ground	  frozen	  hard	  as	  ice....”450	  
“It	  is	  Fredericksburg	  oer	  again	  only	  worse...”451	  	  
For	  Thomas	  Livermore	  of	  Warren’s	  staff....452	  
“Our	  wounded	  would	  perish	  from	  cold....”453	  
“I	  did	  not	  hear	  a	  word	  spoken....”454	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  Thirteen:	  The	  Moral	  Courage	  of	  George	  Gordon	  Meade	  
	  
“If	  I	  succeed	  to-‐day....”455	  
...“The	  full	  light	  of	  the	  sun	  shows	  me	  that	  I	  cannot	  succeed.”456	  
The	  wind	  blew	  sharp	  and	  cold.457	  	  
...“for	  a	  mad	  and	  bloody	  assault	  that	  would	  probably	  fail.”458	  	  
“How	  we	  shivered	  and	  shook....”459	  
Another	  Bay	  Stater	  lamented....460	  
“Eight	  o’clock	  came,	  and	  no	  gun,”	  said	  Thomas	  Galwey.461	  	  
In	  a	  letter	  to	  his	  wife,	  Warren	  later	  explained....462	  
When	  Meade	  received	  Warren’s	  news....463	  	  
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“My	  God!”	  he	  bellowed....464	  
“Disappointment	  was	  on	  every	  face,”	  said	  Lyman.465	  
“The	  two	  points	  of	  assault	  were	  fully	  five	  miles	  apart....”466	  	  
“Just	  in	  the	  rear	  of	  our	  regiment	  was	  a	  slough-‐hole....”467	  
“...the	  doom	  of	  ten	  thousand	  men	  and	  perhaps	  that	  of	  the	  Army	  of	  the	  Potomac.”468	  
“A	  line	  of	  battle	  was	  formed	  in	  the	  woods....”469	  	  
“A	  halt	  was	  made	  behind	  a	  hill....”470	  
Surgeon	  Daniel	  Holt,	  spared	  a	  day....471	  
After	  the	  war,	  Thomas	  Hyde	  admitted....472	  
...“looking	  as	  savage	  as	  anyone	  could.”473	  	  
...he	  found	  it	  hopeless	  to	  make	  any	  attack.474	  	  
“Our	  skirmishers	  were	  within	  a	  stone’s	  throw	  of	  the	  enemy’s....”475	  
“Well,	  there	  is	  no	  use	  in	  trying	  to	  mount	  a	  wall	  with	  fire	  ladders....”476	  
“[T]he	  assault	  was	  countermanded....”477	  
“You	  have	  taken	  all	  my	  troops	  away	  from	  me....”478	  
“If	  I	  had	  thought	  there	  was	  any	  reasonable	  degree	  of	  probability	  of	  success....”479	  
“[T]here	  they	  sadly	  stood....”480	  	  
“[The	  front]	  was	  noisy,	  but	  no	  longer	  fatal....”481	  
Exhausted	  by	  “the	  inaction	  and	  the	  heavy	  strain....”482	  
In	  Rufus	  Dawes’s	  6th	  Wisconsin,	  some	  “yellow-‐headed	  ganders”....483	  	  
As	  one	  soldier	  elsewhere	  said....484	  
“Tell	  him	  I	  was	  a	  brave	  soldier,”	  Dunn	  pleaded....	  485	  
“A	  flock	  of	  fine	  sheep	  had	  been	  let	  loose....”486	  
Farther	  down	  the	  line,	  a	  member	  of	  the	  20th	  Maine....487	  
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When	  he	  hopped	  out	  to	  gather	  up	  his	  spoils....488	  
Elsewhere,	  a	  flock	  of	  wild	  turkeys	  got	  between	  the	  lines....489	  
Another	  turkey	  between	  a	  different	  section	  of	  the	  lines....490	  
“The	  sufferings	  of	  the	  men	  during	  that	  day	  and	  night....”491	  	  
Meade	  cast	  about	  for	  options,	  asking	  his	  corps	  commanders....492	  
Newton493	  
French494	  
Sykes495	  
Sedgwick496	  	  
Sedgwick	  replied	  that	  he	  could	  have	  taken	  it	  that	  morning....497	  	  
In	  fact,	  at	  that	  very	  moment,	  Lee	  was	  adjusting	  his	  left....498	  
Warren	  balked.499	  
“Finding	  Lee	  too	  strongly	  posted	  and	  entrenched....”500	  	  
“I	  feel	  of	  course	  greatly	  disappointed....”501	  
	  
Captions:	  	  
“General	  Warren	  was	  a	  man	  who	  was	  at	  the	  same	  time....“502	  
“I	  have	  ever	  felt	  deep	  gratitude	  to	  the	  man	  who	  had	  the	  moral	  courage....”503	  
	  
	  
Chapter	  Fourteen:	  The	  Withdrawal	  
	  
“Large	  fires	  were	  made	  and	  the	  men	  went	  to	  sleep	  about	  them....”504	  
“This	  was	  a	  grand	  old	  woods....”505	  	  
The	  men	  kindled	  “as	  many	  and	  as	  big	  fires	  as	  we	  had	  a	  mind	  to....”506	  
“As	  I	  looked	  out	  of	  my	  tent,	  at	  daylight....”507	  
“As	  there	  was	  no	  timber	  on	  the	  hill....”508	  
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“Meade	  was	  plainly	  making	  some	  movement....”509	  	  
“Not	  a	  cannon	  shot	  fired	  and	  scarcely	  a	  report	  from	  a	  musket....”510	  
Lee’s	  aide,	  Walter	  Taylor,	  admitted....511	  	  
But	  Lee,	  secure	  behind	  his	  powerful	  works....512	  
A	  boastful	  Jubal	  Early	  even	  characterized	  the	  wait	  as	  calm....513	  
...“howled	  through	  the	  forest	  and	  rattled	  the	  dry	  leaves	  above	  our	  heads.”514	  
...“broad	  dark	  mantle	  of	  night	  now	  spread	  over	  us.”515	  
...“great	  quantities	  of	  fence	  rails”...”wags	  of	  the	  army	  indulged	  their	  wit.”516	  
“The	  battle	  did	  not	  occur,”	  Rufus	  Dawes	  reflected	  the	  next	  day....517	  
“The	  weather	  favored	  us,”	  one	  thankful	  Federal	  realized....518	  	  
...“otherwise	  our	  trains	  and	  artillery	  would	  have	  been	  stuck	  in	  the	  mud.”519	  
“The	  roads	  had	  been	  very	  muddy	  and	  much	  cut	  up	  by	  our	  wagon	  train....”520	  
Horsemen	  had	  it	  no	  better,	  Rhodes	  said.521	  	  
“[W]e	  had	  to	  wait	  for	  the	  teams	  to	  get	  out	  of	  the	  way....522	  	  
As	  a	  result,	  added	  Theodore	  Lyman....523	  
“But	  we	  had	  to	  stand	  there	  and	  wait,	  wait....”524	  
...“an	  army	  which	  we	  have	  been	  told	  moves	  on	  its	  stomach.”525	  	  
“[H]ow	  hungry	  the	  boys	  were....”526	  
The	  army	  reached	  the	  Rapidan....527	  	  
“As	  the	  men	  crossed	  the	  bridge....”528	  	  
Stragglers	  began	  to	  catch	  up,	  arriving....529	  
Once	  on	  the	  far	  bank....530	  	  
“This	  made	  a	  tramp	  of	  thirty	  miles	  from	  the	  battlefield....”531	  
“The	  house	  General	  Lee	  occupied	  was	  a	  small	  frame	  structure....”532	  
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Having	  “now	  become	  impatient,”	  said	  Walter	  Taylor....”533	  
“Everything	  was	  perfectly	  still....”534	  
“[T]he	  dense	  forest	  .	  .	  .	  prevented	  the	  efficient	  use	  of	  the	  cavalry”....535	  	  
Lee	  likewise	  blamed	  the	  “dense	  forest”....536	  
“Our	  batteries,	  in	  position	  on	  this	  side,	  converged	  their	  fire....”537	  
“Mr.	  Meade	  did	  very	  well....”538	  
“I	  cannot	  conclude	  without	  alluding	  to	  the	  wanton	  destruction....539	  
“This	  attempt	  on	  their	  part	  is	  the	  most	  cowardly	  of	  the	  war....”540	  
Lee	  had	  believed	  “the	  enemy	  would	  not	  abandon....”541	  	  
“I	  am	  greatly	  disappointed	  at	  his	  getting	  off	  with	  so	  little	  damage....”542	  	  
“I	  am	  too	  old	  to	  command	  this	  army....”543	  
	  
	  
Epilogue	  
	  
“My	  army	  is	  in	  excellent	  condition....”544	  	  
“I	  expect	  your	  wishes	  will	  now	  soon	  be	  gratified....”545	  
“The	  rest	  of	  the	  army,	  like	  ourselves,	  was	  very	  much	  dissatisfied....”546	  
“Every	  preparation	  was	  made	  by	  General	  Meade....”547	  
“[H]ow	  well	  we	  sat	  and	  talked	  over	  the	  events	  of	  the	  last	  few	  days....”548	  
“Meade	  was	  wise	  not	  to	  risk	  a	  battle	  at	  that	  time	  and	  place....”549	  
“[I]f	  the	  orders	  to	  attack	  Lee	  in	  his	  entrenchments	  had	  not	  been	  
countermanded....”550	  
The	  campaign	  “had	  from	  its	  inception....”551	  	  
Alfred	  Roe	  offered	  an	  excellent	  summary552	  
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“History	  will	  justify,	  it	  has	  already	  justified,	  the	  wisdom	  of	  General	  Meade....”553	  
“[T]he	  unnecessary	  delay	  in	  the	  progress	  of	  this	  corps....”554	  	  
To	  be	  sure,	  Warren	  had	  been	  the	  one	  to	  decide....555	  
“When	  we	  come	  to	  see	  that	  [Warren’s]	  attempted	  movement	  actually	  failed....”556	  	  
...”to	  hold	  the	  turnpike	  and	  occupy	  the	  enemy	  on	  the	  right....”557	  	  
“Had	  [Meade]	  been	  free	  to	  change	  his	  base	  to	  Fredericksburg....”558	  	  
“But	  for	  the	  restrictions	  imposed	  on	  General	  Meade	  from	  Washington....”559	  
“It	  was	  a	  prophecy	  of	  that	  great	  change	  in	  the	  tactics....”	  560	  	  
In	  November	  1863,	  such	  fortifications	  “had	  not	  yet	  become	  recognized”....561	  	  
“All	  things	  considered,	  we	  may	  be	  said	  to	  have	  canceled	  Bristoe	  Station....”562	  
“Meade	  showed	  himself	  to	  be	  able	  and	  cautious,	  wary	  and	  lithe....”563	  
“I	  do	  not	  think	  it	  probable	  that	  the	  enemy	  will	  attempt	  another	  advance	  this	  
season....”564	  
“I	  am	  somewhat	  at	  a	  loss	  to	  know	  what	  the	  silence	  of	  the	  authorities	  means....”565	  	  
On	  December	  7,	  he	  was	  “yet	  on	  the	  anxious	  bench.	  .	  .	  .”566	  
...”and	  I	  really	  believe	  the	  voice	  of	  the	  army	  will	  sustain	  me.”567	  
“[N]othing	  would	  suit	  [Sickles]	  better	  than	  to	  get	  you	  into	  a	  personal	  or	  newspaper	  
controversy....”568	  
Meade	  didn’t	  “consider	  it	  good	  policy	  to	  permit	  such	  slanders....”569	  
“It	  is	  hard	  that	  I	  am	  to	  suffer	  from	  the	  malice	  of	  such	  men	  as	  Sickles....”570	  
The	  offer	  “gave	  me	  even	  a	  more	  favorable	  opinion	  of	  Meade....”571	  
Knowing	  that	  the	  army	  would	  do	  better	  with	  a	  commander....572	  
“The	  charge	  was	  not	  made....”573	  
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“[I]f	  Meade	  ever	  did	  a	  noble	  act	  in	  his	  life....”574	  
“The	  promptness	  with	  which	  they	  marched	  to	  meet	  the	  enemy....”575	  
	  
	  
Tour	  of	  the	  Mine	  Run	  Battlefield	  
	  
Stop	  1:	  Germanna	  Ford	  
Of	  the	  three	  fords	  used	  by	  the	  Army	  of	  the	  Potomac	  to	  cross	  the	  Rapidan	  River....576	  
As	  early	  as	  1732,	  a	  chain-‐drawn	  ferry	  operated	  on	  the	  site,	  later	  replaced	  by	  a	  rope-‐
drawn	  ferry.577	  	  
According	  to	  historian	  Greg	  Mertz,	  “The	  earthworks	  at	  the	  college....”578	  
	  
Stop	  2:	  Locust	  Grove	  	  
“There	  was	  a	  colonnade	  with	  square	  brick	  columns	  along	  front	  and	  rear....”579	  
...“it	  began	  to	  rain,”	  noted	  Provost	  Marshall	  Marsena	  Patrick....580	  
The	  building	  occupied	  its	  wartime	  position	  on	  the	  corner	  until	  1994....581	  	  
...“is	  not	  recognizable	  as	  the	  historic	  Robinson	  house.”582	  	  
	  
Stop	  3:	  Payne’s	  Farm	  
“The	  brave	  officers	  and	  men	  of	  this	  division	  [were]	  attacked....”583	  	  
Meanwhile,	  French	  crowed....584	  
He	  said	  his	  division	  “gained	  so	  decided	  a	  success	  that	  General	  French	  was	  
relieved....”585	  	  
The	  battle	  of	  Payne’s	  Farm	  took	  place	  on	  property	  owned	  by	  William	  Harrison	  
Payne,	  although	  two	  Payne	  families	  lived	  on	  adjoining	  farms	  in	  this	  area....586	  
According	  to	  historian	  Patricia	  Hurst,	  when	  the	  fighting	  started....587	  
“The	  remote	  location	  of	  the	  battlefield	  and	  its	  long	  history	  of	  agriculture....”588	  	  
	  
Stop	  4:	  Confederate	  Works	  
“A	  strong	  line	  of	  pickets	  having	  been	  posted	  in	  front....”589	  
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“Previous	  to	  this	  time	  not	  a	  spade	  of	  earth	  had	  been	  thrown	  up....”590	  	  
	  
“The	  whole	  position	  was	  so	  much	  exposed	  to	  the	  enemy’s	  artillery....”591	  
...”A	  sense	  of	  danger	  quickens	  a	  man's	  energies.”	  
Park	  went	  on	  to	  say	  that	  on	  November	  28....592	  	  
“[A]s	  soon	  as	  there	  was	  light	  enough....”593	  
Federal	  Provost	  Marshall	  Marsena	  Patrick,	  not	  one	  to	  exaggerate....594	  	  
	  
Stop	  5:	  Row’s	  Mill/Mine	  Run	  
...creating	  what	  Abner	  Small	  of	  the	  16th	  Maine	  called	  “a	  widish	  pond”....595	  	  
“Mine	  Run	  is	  a	  small	  streamlet,	  as	  crooked	  as	  a	  snake	  track....”596	  
“[T]he	  petty	  brook,	  Mine	  Run,	  perhaps	  had	  ranked	  in	  story	  and	  verse....”597	  	  
Historian	  Patrick	  Sullivan	  has	  joked....598	  
“Mine	  Run	  is	  a	  small	  stream	  about	  ten	  feet	  wide,	  but	  very	  deep....”599	  
	  
	  
Stop	  6:	  Meade’s	  Headquarters	  
“[W]e	  encamped	  after	  dark,”	  wrote	  Provost	  Marshall	  Marsena	  Patrick....600	  
On	  the	  south	  side	  of	  the	  turnpike	  stood	  “a	  little	  tanyard....”601	  
“[S]o	  the	  property	  was	  all	  part	  of	  the	  Robinson	  Tavern	  property....”602	  
“The	  community	  around	  it	  was	  very	  poor,”	  Early	  noted....603	  
“The	  faucets	  of	  the	  oil	  barrels	  were	  opened.....”604	  
“[T]he	  smoke-‐house	  had	  been	  broken	  open	  and	  helpless	  women	  plundered....”605	  
Even	  then,	  he	  wasn’t	  finished	  denouncing	  the	  invaders....606	  
	  
Stop	  7:	  New	  Hope	  Church	  
New	  Hope	  Baptist	  Church	  was	  founded	  June	  12,	  1857....607	  
A	  member	  of	  the	  10th	  New	  York	  cavalry	  described	  the	  scene....608	  
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The	  proprietor	  was	  “a	  rugged-‐looking	  man....”609	  	  
	  
Stop	  8:	  The	  Plank	  Road	  
Established	  in	  1848,	  the	  Fredericksburg	  and	  Valley	  Plank	  Road	  Company....610	  
According	  to	  historian	  Patricia	  Hurst....611	  
“We	  pushed	  on,	  and	  at	  the	  head	  of	  Mine	  Run....612	  	  
Since	  he	  could	  not	  advance	  any	  farther,	  he	  reconnoitered	  the	  area	  to	  the	  south....613	  	  
“[T]he	  creek	  called	  Mine	  Run,	  which	  lay	  between	  us	  and	  the	  enemy....”614	  	  
	  
Stop	  9:	  St.	  Just/Antioch	  Church	  
Antioch	  Church	  traces	  its	  origins	  back	  to	  June	  1833....615	  
“A	  personal	  reconnaissance	  on	  the	  30th	  brought	  him	  into	  a	  position....”616	  
	  
Stop	  10:	  Along	  the	  Confederate	  Line	  
No	  notes	  
	  
	  
Appendix	  A	  by	  Mike	  Block	  
	  
He	  would	  die	  on	  this	  day	  of	  chronic	  diarrhea.617	  
The	  regiment	  suffered	  two	  deaths	  during	  the	  winter....618	  	  
More	  than	  125	  soldiers	  died	  as	  a	  result	  of	  combat....619	  	  
Seven	  men	  died	  as	  a	  result	  of	  their	  misdeeds....620	  
Most	  of	  the	  food	  was	  courtesy	  of	  the	  Sanitary	  and	  Christian	  Commissions....621	  	  
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154.	  
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application,	  found	  in	  Fold3,	  https://www.fold3.com/image/1/302772945,	  accessed	  June	  28,	  2018.	  
618	  John	  Michael	  Priest,	  ed.	  Turn	  Them	  Out	  to	  Die	  Like	  a	  Mule	  (Leesburg,	  Gauley	  Mount	  Press,	  1995),	  
313,	  316-‐317.	  
619	  Salvatore	  G.	  Cilella,	  Jr.,	  Upton’s	  Regulars:	  The	  121st	  New	  York	  Infantry	  in	  the	  Civil	  War,	  (Lawrence,	  
Kansas,	  University	  Press	  of	  Kansas,	  2009),	  256;	  Alanson	  A.	  Haines,	  A	  History	  of	  the	  Fifteenth	  Regiment	  
New	  Jersey	  Volunteers,	  (Gaithersburg,	  MD,	  Olde	  Soldiers	  Books,	  Inc),	  133,	  326;	  John	  J.	  Pullen,	  The	  
Twentieth	  Maine:	  A	  Volunteer	  Regiment	  in	  the	  Civil	  War	  (Dayton,	  Ohio,	  Morningside	  Books,	  revised	  
addition,	  1991),	  175	  and	  Engert,	  Roderick	  M,	  ed.,	  Maine	  to	  Wilderness:	  The	  Civil	  War	  Letters	  of	  Private	  
William	  Lamson	  20th	  Maine	  Infantry	  (USA,	  Publishers	  Press	  Inc.,	  1995),	  87.	  
620	  Robert	  I.	  Alotta,	  Civil	  War	  Justice:	  Union	  Army	  Executions	  Under	  Lincoln,	  (Shippensburg,	  PA,	  White	  
Mane	  Publishing,	  1989),	  89,	  90,	  91-‐92,	  107-‐108.	  



Surgeon	  Thomas	  A.	  McParlin,	  medical	  director	  of	  the	  Army	  of	  the	  Potomac,	  
described....622	  
Private	  John	  W.	  Haley	  was	  a	  guest	  at,	  as	  he	  put	  it,	  “Hotel	  Barbour”....623	  
His	  bill	  of	  fare	  included	  “dish	  water	  soup”....624	  
Hancock	  estimated	  500	  men	  were	  on	  the	  platform....625	  
“The	  wounded,	  chiefly	  of	  the	  3rd	  Division	  of	  the	  2nd	  Corps	  were	  brought	  up....”626	  
The	  deaths	  of	  Lt.	  Thomas	  J.	  Armstrong	  of	  the	  23rd	  Pennsylvania....627	  
“I	  helped	  bury	  a	  man	  yesterday	  that	  died	  in	  our	  Regiment	  hospital....”628	  
What	  was	  to	  be	  named	  “The	  Overland	  Campaign”	  was	  about	  to	  commence....629	  
	  
	  
Appendix	  B	  by	  Ryan	  T.	  Quint	  
	  
...“I	  suppose	  the	  result	  will	  be	  a	  pretty	  general	  sweeping	  out.”630	  
“Approved.”631	  	  
Newton,	  who	  had	  commanded	  the	  I	  Corps	  since	  Gettysburg....632	  	  
French	  simply	  mustered	  out	  of	  volunteer	  service....633	  	  
Theodore	  Lyman,	  serving	  on	  Meade’s	  staff,	  wrote....634	  	  
In	  the	  aftermath	  of	  Sykes’s	  dismissal,	  Meade	  wrote	  to	  his	  wife....635	  	  
Sedgwick	  had	  “pledged	  himself	  for	  $20,000	  in	  his	  corps”....636	  	  
Between	  the	  pro-‐McClellan	  sentiments	  and	  his	  perceived	  failures	  in	  February....637	  	  
Sedgwick’s	  tenure	  with	  the	  Army	  of	  the	  Potomac	  would	  continue,	  only	  to	  end	  
violently....638	  	  
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Ulysses	  S.	  Grant,	  recently	  promoted	  to	  lieutenant	  general	  of	  the	  United	  States	  
Army....639	  	  
Another	  soldier	  wrote	  more	  poetically....640	  
Given	  replacement	  corps	  badges....641	  	  	  
“...retaining	  old	  badges	  is	  merely	  a	  way	  to	  let	  them	  down	  easy.”642	  
“...as	  if	  the	  old	  corps	  had	  been	  left	  as	  they	  were.”643	  
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