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“There is no better man to repel an attack than Thomas...”?°
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“to ask why he was not fighting himself!

“should have sent fifty thousand pairs of skates, which alone would have made...
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“line was stretched to utmost tension”’2

CHAPTER FIVE: The Battle of Nashville: The Capture of the Redoubts
“the pageant was magnificently grand and imposing”’3
“self-supporting detached works”7*

“Captain, we can’t do it. Their skirmishers alone outnumber us two or three to one.””
“I found each regiment competing with the others to reach the redoubt...”7¢
“Take care of yourselves boys!”7
“That’s the one we want now boys!”78
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“We started for the fort, more like the wild rush of a mob than an orderly charge.
“Boys, we are to have the post of honour again today.”*°

“but feeble resistance™®!

“So I guess I will be with him in hell too!”%?
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“I never witnessed such want of enthusiasm.”?

“We were anxious to flee, fight, or fortify. I have never seen an army so confused...”’
“take the responsibility for such a radical action” and it explains...”*

“I have never seen better work.”>

“they will have to court-martial me...The result shows you did right.””¢

“from the mortification of a summary removal.”’

CHAPTER SIX: The Battle of Nashville: The Attack on Peach Orchard Hill

“Thomas is slow in mind and in action, but he is judicious and brave...””3

“A grand consummation is within your easy reach; do not let it slip.”’

“Much is now expected.” !

“when Thomas attacks a victory is sure...the rebels have not force enough to stop him.”!?!
“I knew Hood much better than he did, and I was sure he would not retreat.”'%?

“too difficult for cavalry operations.”!??

“The practice of the batteries was uncommonly fine.
“They fell like wheat before a mowing machine.”!%
“veterans dread.”!%
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“I felt a sudden compassion. He was a big, fine looking chap. It seemed a pity.”!"”
“They came only to die.”!%8

“They did not hesitate a moment: their long lines swept into that fatal obstruction...”'%
“At the battle of Nashville it was borne in upon me that I had made a fool of myself.”!!?
“Gentlemen, the question is settled; negroes will fight.”!!!
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“seemed to waste away, until all became intermingled in one mass.”!!?

CHAPTER SEVEN: The Battle of Nashville: The Collapse of the Army of Tennessee

“consolidated fragments.”'?

“showed merit beyond his years, [and] managed the battalion not only to my satisfaction..

“The superiority of the National artillery was such that the Confederate gunners...”!'!?

“useless and helpless”!!6

“be heard for miles away.”!!”
“a hail storm of bullets.”!!®
“This could scarcely be dignified by the name of ‘a charge,’ as the enemy...
“drive the Yankee cavalry from our left and rear, or all is lost.”!?°

“General Smith is attacking without waiting for you; please advance your entire line.
“a loud hurrahing was heard in our rear.”'??

“Captured a General, by God! I'll take you to Nashville, myself.”!??
“whether the yielding of gallant and well-tried troops to such pressure...
“We were feeling rather exultant when, on looking to the left, we saw thousands...
“a howling mob.”!26

“The infantry ran like cowards....”?’

At some point Selkirk’s brigade was ordered back to the left.!?®

“we are whipped.”!?’

“Look there at the United States flag on the hill!”!3°
“cannon balls were plowing the mud from every direction.
“This was the most disorderly retreat I experienced...”!3?
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“I am a disarmed prisoner.”!34

“Not by a damn sight”!3°

“It was more like a scene in a spectacular drama than a real incident of war.
“I beheld for the first and only time a Confederate army abandon the field in confusion.
“You go to hell, I’ve been there.”!38

“fine spirits and confident of success”!3’

“Rally, men, rally! For God’s sake, rally! This is the place for brave men to die!”!4°
“The enemy was literally swept out of his whole line...”'*!

“as long as there is a shred of them or a man left.”!4?

“dark was closing down like a pall over both victor and vanquished.
“Pour it into them, boys! Pour it into them!”!44

“a scene of pandemonium.”'+

simply said “God bless him.”!46

“gallantly and well.”'#

“was like trying to stop the current of Duck river with a fish net.
“They are the people, let them go. Now is the time for soldiers.”!#’
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“God and the whole world were against us.”!>!

“Not till you routed us just now.”!3?
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CHAPTER EIGHT: The Last Retreat From Tennessee
“The once proud Army of Tennessee had degenerated to a mob.
“I walked on the frozen ground, my feet left blood-stained prints.”!>*
“The citizens seemed to shrink and hide from us as we approached them.
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“thought of Bonepart’s retreat from Moscow and Washington’s going into...”!°

“a demoralized wreck.”!37

“Our campaign has been the most disastrous of the war. Hood is a complete failure.
Clayton beat a hasty retreat around 10:00 a.m.'>°

“You cowardly s— of a b—ch! why don't you charge?” 160

“no peace.”!®!

“a great skedaddle
“The Yankees are coming, run for you lives!” and rode past his confused would-be captors. 63
“The struggle at the crest was desperate beyond description; the fighting was hand to hand.”!¢4
“another of the many cavalry stampedes.”!®’

“Federal troops.”!6°
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“A more persistent effort was never made to rout the rearguard of a retiring column.”'®’
“one vast avalanche of mud” which made a quick transfer impossible. 68
“This is a gloomy day here-one of the gloomiest in our struggle.”!°
“I shall never forget the passage of Duck River...”!7°
“Shoot! I am not afraid of any man in the Confederacy!”!”!
» 172

“I have never asked a hard place for glory nor a soft place for comfort, but will take.
“Boys, the cards were fairly dealt at Nashville, and Thomas beat the game™'”3
“Permit me, general, to urge the vast importance of a hot pursuit.”'74

“We cannot control the elements”!”>
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“splitting their throats with cheer after cheer”!”’

“I suppose it is better late than never, but it is too late to be appreciated...
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“a pack of infernal idiots” '7°

“the day of ‘Peace on earth and good will to man’ was ushered in by us.
“There they are, hurry up!”'8!

“We have met a slight check” '8?

“won’t you please make that d—d man there on the horse...
“The enemy were severely punished, but more frightened than hurt
“undaunted and firm, and did its work bravely to the last.”!3

“At no time in his whole career was the fortitude of General Forrest in adversity....
“At Nashville our enemy had a large force of cavalry, but instead of wasting its strength...
“Boys, this is all my fault.”!88

“the fate of war has culled our ranks with such a merciless greed...
“skeleton army.”!?

“a most painful march, characterized by more suffering than...
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EPILOGUE: The Death of Two Armies
“a remnant of a demoralized army.”'%?

“whose bones lay bleaching upon the field of Middle Tennessee.”!?

“I liked him for his bravery and untiring energy but he lacked caution...
“the prestige of success.”'”?

“I would have gone to Louisville, and on north until I came to Chicago...”'*® While correct about
“Tennessee today would have been in our possession.”!®’

“Though a failure in the end, who will say that it was not the best plan..”*8

“The passive defense is a form of deferred suicide...This was the Waterloo of the war.”!?
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“My loss in killed and wounded has been heavy.”?%

“Be not allured by the siren song of peace, for there can be no peace..
“an achievement that entitles it to a place in the military history of the world.
“Thomas’s success in Tennessee incurs to my advantage, as his operations there...
“Thomas could have given battle the second or third day after Franklin...”2%4
“slow beyond excuse.”?%

“Schofield’s corps met no serious resistance and did no real fighting...
“Time and history will do me justice.”?"’
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APPENDIX B: “I live over there and I’m crazy...” The Sad Fate of Thomas Benton Smith
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“He was very angry and said to [Confederate] Gen. Smith, ‘come here you d—d rebel...”???

McMillen did praise both Federal officers in his official report, lamenting their injuries.??3

APPENDIX C: “Now, I walk with God.” Benjamin Harrison in War and Peace

“hard work stripped off the bark of family conceit.”**

Teaching Sunday school and becoming a church deacon and then an elder...??’

“Providence hadn’t a damned thing to do with it,”??¢

“a slim-waisted, quick-moving, dapper, affectionate little officer, ...”%?’

“Little Ben™2?8

“our army on that field would have been cut in two.”?%’

He was there for the fall of Atlanta and sent his wife a sprig of cedar as a memento.?*°

He had become Indianapolis City Attorney in 1857, secretary to the state Republican...?3!
232

The kid gloves were due to Harrison’s lifelong obsession about infections and colds...
Considered as a Cabinet pick by two presidents, Harrison went for the Senate seat instead...?*3
“Harrison was the biggest man sitting down and the smallest man standing up he ever knew.”?3
In Harrison’s playbook, it was simply not the way gentlemen differed.?*>

“with clean hands and a good name.”?3¢

But Blaine, fatalistic about his chances and troubled by poor health...?3’

“so like a wilted petunia™?3®

222 “Brutal beating drove Confederate Gen. Thomas Benton Smith mad.” https://www.historynet.com/driven-mad-a-
brutal-beating-sent-confederate-gen-thomas-benton-smith-to-an-asylum.htm, accessed 8/7/2019
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“the best part being under ground.”?*

“Now, I walk with God.”?*0
“Let there be light,”?4!
Bolstering their majorities by the admission of North and South Dakota, Idaho, Montana...?*
The Sherman Anti-Trust Act gave government a weapon against monopolists. .. 243

There would be a Dependent Pensions Act to provide for Civil War veterans...?**

Using that Tariff duties on American flour, farm machinery, and pork tumbled, matched...>*
Within two years, twenty two million acres had been set aside.*¢

“Force Bill”?4

If Harrison had had his way, it would have legislated to protect railroad...>*8

“The Speaker and the President feel each other’s pulse daily,”?*

Harrison had enough sanctimony for two administrations; breakfast...>>°

Nobody could bully him; nothing daunted him, except, perhaps the newly-installed...?*!

“to get warm.”?>?

“Harrison would grant a request in a way which seemed as if he were denying it.
“as uninspiring as another man’s ‘no,”?>

By 1892, party leaders whom he offended had grown so alienated that when, three days...
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University Press, 1969), 328-29; Washington Critic, January 29, 1890.
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The difference between the two major party candidates, Henry Adams quipped...2%¢
“Money Power”?’

Having come in to find his predecessor left behind a well-stocked larder...
To his dismay, a Republican president, the last Civil War veteran in the White House...

258
259

APPENDIX D: John Bell Hood’s Postbellum Years

“In taking leave of you accept my thanks for the patience...
Hood reported to Federal forces under the command of Brigadier General John W. Davidson...
Hood sought employment with a land management firm, but the work did not suit...?6?
It is clear by this incident alone, Hood continued to carry the burden of the disastrous...
“Old Pete.”24

Over a ten-year period, Hood travelled to St. Louis, the headquarters for the company...?63
I meet those who are called friends. . .but I still require my wife and children.”2¢¢
“encourage the education of the black man”?¢’

He intended to focus primarily on the Atlanta and Tennessee Campaigns, however...
Over the next seven months, he collected personal reports of brigade...?%°

The 1878 Yellow Fever outbreak ravaged the Mississippi River valley...2"°

“to and from all our reunions during his life.”?’!

Hood was buried in Lafayette Cemetery No. 1, just blocks from the Hood...?”?
“That, having in four years of constant warfare, borne himself with a courage, a devotion...
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“So great was he, indeed, so chivalrous, that should he have erred deeply...”?’*

“Refined by sorrow, purified by aspirations, strengthened through self-reliance...”?”>

APPENDIX E: George H. Thomas and the Verdict of History

“General Grant underrated, or misunderstood, General Thomas’s character...
“an air of dignified quiet and deliberation...his intellect was strong and broad...
“seemed roused, and was at his best, thinking and acting quickly and intelligently.
“a man of the greatest dignity of character. He had more the character of George...
The tactics Grant used on other men would have aroused a raging public anger...?%°
“I do not believe that he could ever have conducted Sherman’s army from Chattanooga...
Grant lost control of the battle, but still claimed it had all gone according to plan.??
“determined me to order the advance at once.”?%3

In fact, Sherman’s attack failed while the attempted diversion in the center became.
When Sherman started his march to Savannah he left Thomas in command in Tennessee.
“Foremost in both Grant’s and Sherman’s minds was that their reputations were on the line...
It should be noted that Thomas, in delaying until his attack was ensured of success, did...?%’
“I thought, after what I had done in the war, that I ought to be trusted to decide...” 288

It was not a very congratulatory note for an army commander who had just won...?%’

“I never heard anybody who was in Hood’s army justify the complaint...”?%°

“it was obvious to those who knew him well that he felt humiliated and heart sore...
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He passed away that evening.?*?
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