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Chapter One: The Campaign
“. .. to rest against the morrow.”!

“Our loss is fearful.”

“. .. justly styled ‘Bloody Spotsylvania.’”3

“. .. there you will go also.”*

“. .. there should be nothing left to him.”>

“...anew President to treat with.”®
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... when kept up by constant excitement.”

“[I]t 1s hardly natural to expect men. . . “.10
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“Every intelligent enlisted man. . . .”13
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. Lee ventured to make during the entire campaign.”?’
. to march in the morning.”?!

Chapter Two: Hancock’s March
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“the corn now was miles high.”?8

The deep gloom of the Wilderness, he said, had been left behind.?
P& ) >

“. .. afeast to the eye and a joy to the soul”3"

“. .. inspired with new hope.”3!

“It was again ‘on to Richmond’”3?

“. .. so little complaining, or so little straggling.”33

‘... atrial of speed with our enemy.”3*

“. .. food was stolen from the farm-houses.”35

3

“Our army, operating in hostile territory, was like a swarm of locusts™36
“We could look back from the hill tops. . . “%7

“[TThe work of entrenching was continued. . . .”38
“[A] long, weary, dusty march. . . 39
“the longest and most trying [march]. .. .”%0

“...1n some cases almost as seriously as wounds.”*!

“. .. the arrangement is both clever and pretty.”*?

Chapter Three: The Fog of War
Lee glassed the earthworks across the field from him.*3
“. .. will regulate my movements by the information [received].”**
“The enemy left in his trenches. . . “45
“secure him from attack till he cross the Pamunkey.”#6
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Chapter Four: Leaving Spotsylvania
“fire away occasionally at the enemy’s. . . “47
“Weather hot, roads dusty. . .”48
“This church, a plain brick building, stands at the crossing. .. .”#

“Unless we can drive these people out. . . .”>0

“I’ll bet five dollars there isn’t a Yankee in those works . . .1

“[A] reb charge upon our lives . . .52

“. .. the dangerous duty of supplying the place of both maps and guides.”>?
“I have met the enemy. . . .”%*

3

‘... an elderly man of a certain sour dignity; a bitter rebel, plainly.”3
Grant and his aide, Horace Porter, had not rested there long.>®
“Lee now had a superb opportunity to take the initiative. . . .”57

Chapter Five: The Night March
But the once-vaunted Second Corps. . . .58
If Ewell could not restrain his excitement, Lee said, he had better retire.>?

“I[I]n a wooded country like that. . . .”%0
“This is rendered necessary by difficulties. . . .”!
“This command will be prepared to move at 4:00 a.m. tomorrow. . . .”6?

“. .. created the impression of being on serious business.”%
“. .. the rest of the army is well up.”%*

“But the chances are against this.”%3

“I am afraid the rebellion cannot be crushed this summer!”66
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Chapter Six: “Wherever Lee Goes . . .”
“I should have preferred contesting the enemy’s approach. . . .7
“As soon as I can get more positive information. . . .”68
“. .. he was really a sick man.”%
“General Lee is much troubled and not well.”70
Grant planned to cross that army at Chesterfield Bridge. . . .7!
“The map only shows two roads for the four corps to march upon. . . .”7?
“. .. we should have been sure of the junction.””3
“The older was a simple and narrow person. . . ”7#
“Burnside . . . presents an odd figure, the fat man!”73
“The wife burst into tears. . . .”76
“Bivouacked on a beautiful spot . . .”77
“. .. on the shortest kind of rations.”’8
“. .. that may be dictated by sound military policy.””?
“[S]end me my cottons drawers & socks. . . .80
“As I am now, I fear I will melt entirely.”?!
“Burnside and his staff sat within, in the pews, after the manner of a congregation.” 82

Chapter Seven: Before the Storm

“I think I am nearer worn out. . . .”83

“. .. has been very much shaken.”8*

“Stll I begrudge every step he makes towards Richmond.”#

Across camp, Lee’s aide, Col. Walter Taylor, was also catching up on his
correspondence.86
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“I should be very glad to have the aid of General Beauregard”?8’

Sizes of the armies and casulty figures®?

Sheridan’s ill-conceived cavalry jaunt took as many as 12,000 more men off the
board.®?

“It 1s thought that the two armies are now nearly equal than ever before.”%

A northern opponent would later describe them. . . .1
“This is nothing but a feint. . . .”9?
“The enemy had followed us up more closely than we seemed to expect. . . .”%

Chapter Eight: The Battle for Henagan’s Redoubt

The morning’s exertions had exhausted Lee. . . .

“. .. nothing to embarrass the grand flank movement of the Second Corps.”?*

“I am extending my troops across the railroad also.”?>

The country was “so wooded and unknown”. . . .%

Anderson’s unease, Alexander’s “several batteries down to the river,” and the account
of the brick chimney?’

“. .. men in the blue-coated line fell headlong, or backward, or sank into little
heaps.”%

“[W]e had to run the gauntlet of the enemy’s sharpshooters. . . .”9

“We rushed down the slope and over the plain. . . .”100

“[1]t was but a few seconds’ work. . . .”’101
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A Confederate artillerist on the south bank of the river watched. . . .102

“This is phenomenal. . . .”’103

Confederates “scampered out of the works. . . .”104

“The bridge was quickly carried. . . .”105

Federals “lay on the bank of the stream and blazed away till dark”. . . .10
“The enemy made several attempts to burn the bridge. . . .”107

“The river is fordable, though the banks are steep and impracticable. . . .”108
The capture of the redoubt and bridge. . . .19

Chapter Nine: Jericho Mills
“every inch the soldier”!1?
“The bottom of the river was stony. . . .”!1
“. .. Both banks are high, precipitous, and clear of trees.”!!?
“. .. a small stream which flowed down its center.”!!3
“I could have been over two hours sooner. .. .”11*
“. .. much broken, with several orchards and clumps of trees.”!1
“T'ime was when the first thing to be done after a halt. . . .”116
“The rebels were seen busy now hurrying off trains. . . .77
“We were about camping for the night . .. .78
“I experienced much difficulty owing to thick and tangled brush . . .”119
“In a few moments I heard sharp musketry. . . .”120
“While forming in line. . . .”1?!
“I had feared this movement all the afternoon. . . .”12?
“To rout them, would be no great work. . . .”123
“... by asudden attack, causing some wavering.”!%*
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“Our batteries in position on the North bank of the river. . . .”12°
“Soldiers who had been through all the battles of the Potomac army. . . .”126
“The sharp buzz of rifle balls around us. . . .17

“It was ludicrous in the extreme. . . .”1%8

“...very heavy firing in front. . . .”129

“Sock it to ’em, boys!”130

“The pioneers and clerks (exempt from going in battle or carrying arms). . . .”13!

“No brigade in the whole army had a higher reputation. . . .”132

“The line on my left now abandoned their breast-works. . . .”133

“['T]he whole first brigade and a part of the second broke. . . .” and “I felt that now
was the time to show what artillery could do.”!3*

... his attack had gone “handsomely”. .. .13

“I could not help a glow of pleasure and pride. . . .”136
“[A]ll three batteries opened within canister range. . . .”137
“. .. very much demoralized his troops.”!38

“I have seen patent mince-meat cutters with knives. . . .”139

“firing case-shot into them until they were driven into the woods”!*?
“. .. I'saw everybody else running the same way.”!4!

“Part of my extreme right was just going into position. . . .” 142
... “made every part of the line feel nervous” . .. .1*3

... “had evidently been a good deal scared.”!**

“Had they pushed their main force in. . . .45
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“I congratulate you and your gallant corps. . . .” 146

“The ford at Jericho Mills. . . 7147

Lighthizer quotes from a Civil War Trust press release, reprinted at ECW:
https://emergingcivilwar.com/2014/06/12/saving-jericho-mills/

Chapter Ten: Lee’s Council of War

“|A] regular little council . . . .” 148

“If I can get one more pull at him, I will defeat him,” Lee said of Grant.!*?
“I seem to have acquired the confidence of General Lee. . . .”150

... Lee “made good his claim to the mule”. . . .15!

“General Hill, why did you let those people cross here?”’152
... he told Hill “let us say no more about it.”!%3

Chapter Eleven: At Mt. Carmel Church
“It was evidently of the class described. . . .”15*
.. .“looked precisely like a town-hall. . . .15
“If you want a horrible hole for a halt. . . .”156

“A most hot, dry, dusty and barren corner. . . .”1%7
Inside the church, staffers laid boards. . . .158
Sherman’s message was “one of the florid style. . . .”159
Meade’s “grey eyes grew like a rattlesnake’s”. . . .160

“Sir!” Meade barked. . . .16!
“an armed rabble.”162
“. .. and heartily congratulated upon his signal success.”!63
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“In describing a particularly hot fight. . . .”164

“. .. absent at all from the Army of the Potomac.”!6>

“...ahorse every few rods and the air was tainted with them.”166
“. .. the general comparative want of tone and discipline.”!6
“|'TThe manner in which Burnside acquiesced. . . .”168

Chapter Twelve: Marching Into the Trap

“|'TThe sun rose like a disc of molten brass. . . .”169
“My skirmishers are pushing out, and find no enemy so far . . .”’170
y p g out, y
“This morning we found that the enemy had fallen back. . . .”!71
g y
“I have seen nothing in my front. . . .”172

“. .. there is a skirmish line the edge of the woods behind.”!73
“. .. pools of blood, shreds of bloody clothing & so.”!7#

... “found no enemy yet.”!7>

... “right well thrown back.”176

. . . Meade directed him to stretch out on a road to the South Anna River. . ..
“Hancock is directed to affect the crossing . . .”178

“The enemy’s side of the river is densely wooded along its bank. . . .”179

“The prospects of success are not all that flattering. . . .”189

“The ford is very rough and deep. . . .”18!
“Nothing but the inequalities of the surface. . . .”182
“This shows that somebody is still about . . .”183

“. .. the projected assault was abandoned. . . .”18*
Hancock soon began to worry about his left-rear. . . .18
“While we lay in the woods. . . .” 186

... “dealing and receiving heavy blows.” 187
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“As it grew dark the firing had ceased. . . .” 188
Even before the blood stopping flowing. . . .189
“It 1s impossible to suppose. . . .19

Chapter Thirteen: The Battle of Ox Ford
“Have you heard anything from Crawford?”19!
“The water was so deep in places. .. .” 192
... “and I will charge and capture it.”’193
“[I]n first rate breastworks. . . 7194
“[A] noise like the coming of a cyclone. . . .19
“Every man became his own general.”196
“[A] tremendous volley. . . .”197
“Bang it, boys!” . . .198
“General Crittenden has had quite a sharp fight and met with quite a loss. . . .19
“Nothing whatsoever was accomplished. . . .”’209

Chapter Fourteen: Strike Them a Blow

Sick as a dog and “cross as an old bear. . . .20
“Though he still had reports of the operations in the field. . . .”202
“Lee could attend to nothing except what was absolutely necessary. . . .”’203

“Suppose disease should disable him. . . .”20%
There was no one to strike the blow.205
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