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JOHN ADAMS
AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

by Chris Mackowski
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ERRATA

On pg. 48, I listed January 9, 1776, as the publication date of Common Sense. Printer John
Bell began advertising the pamphlet for sale that day, and he may have begun printing
copies on that date; however, Common Sense wasn’t actually available for sale until January
10, 1776, and that is the date most often cited for its publication. (For more on Common
Sense, see my post at Emerging Revolutionary War to commemorate the 250th anniversary
of its publication, “In Praise of Common Sense.”)
https://emergingrevolutionarywar.org/2026/01/10/in-praise-of-common-sense/

On pg. 93, it seems we deleted a “1” somewhere along the line during production where I
provided the date of the final surrender at Saratoga. That surrender took place on October
17,1777, not on October 7. (The last of the fighting took place on October 7, though!)

SOURCES

NOTE: Many of the primary documents listed on the National Archives’ “Founders Online” site
were first posted as “early access documents” slated for finalization. As texts are finalized as
“authoritative” editions, “This link will eventually disappear!” the site warns. The materials
will still be available from Founders Online and can easily be searched for there, even if the
hypertext no longer exists.



Prologue

... “foul, fetid, fuming, foggy, filthy Philadelphia!”!

“the North and South poles of the American Revolution. . .."2

“Truth, Nature, Fact, should be your sole guide...."”3

“making and sailing boats and Ships upon the Ponds and Brooks...."*
“the honestest Man I ever knew”>

“an Admiration of Learning. ..."®

“a disgust to Schools, to books and to study...."””

“I do not love books....”8

“...my daily encreasing Attention to my Books.”

“I soon perceived a growing Curiosity...."10

“Fame, Fortune, Power say some, are the Ends intended by a Library....”11
“Vanity I am sensible, is my cardinal Vice and cardinal Folly. .. ."12

“Oh! that I could wear out of my mind every mean and base affectation....”13
“I have to smooth and harmonise my Mind. . .."14

“My temper in general has been tranquil except....”15

“How is it that I, poor ignorant I, must stand before Posterity. .. ."16

L All quotes from the musical that appear in this book come from Peter Stone and Sherman Edwards, 1776: A
Musical Play (New York: Penguin, 1969). This lyric comes from pg. 5.

2To John Adams from Benjamin Rush, 17 February 1812,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-5758.

3 “From John Adams to John Trumbull, 18 March 1817,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6730.

4John Adams autobiography, part 1, "John Adams," through 1776, sheet 2 of 53 [electronic edition]. Adams
Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

5 Ibid.

6 Ibid.

7 Ibid.

8 Ibid.

9 Ibid.

10 Ibid., sheet 3 of 53.

11 John Adams diary, 30 January 1768. https://www.masshist.org/publications/adams-
papers/index.php/view/D]JA01d454.

12 “3 Monday.,” Founders Online, National Archives, https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-
02-0002-0005-0003. [Original source: The Adams Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol.
1,1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 24-25.]

13 “16 Monday., [1756]” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0002-0002-0016. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 7-8.]

14 “[Spring 1759.],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0004-0005-0001. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 85-103.]

15 “From John Adams to Skelton Jones, 11 March 1809,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-5315.

16 “From John Adams to Benjamin Rush, 17 August 1812,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-5855.



All the vanguard members of the revolutionary generation. . . .17
...“congenitally incapable of holding the pose.”18

“for I really think that your Letters are much better. ..."1°

“I write no biographies or biographical sketches. ..."20

Chapter One: “The Most Bitter, Malicious, Determined and Implacable Enemy”
Adams v. Sewall

The hilltop view from Falmouth'’s east-end... .1

“The Charms of the Morning at this Hour, are irresistible. .. ."2
...Sewall addressed Adams as “Brother.”3

“[T]t is my Destiny to dig Treasures with my own fingers. ..."*
“It will be said, I don’t understand my Business. ...">
“...astrong Desire of Distinction”®

“Now to what higher object”....”

17 Joseph Ellis, Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation (New York: Knopf, 2000), 18.

18 Tbid.

19 Quotes from this and the next paragraph from “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 2 June 1776,” Founders
Online, National Archives, https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0002. [Original
source: The Adams Papers, Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 2, June 1776-March 1778, ed. L. H. Butterfield.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 3-4.]

20 “From John Adams to William Tudor, Sr., 5 June 1813,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6054.

1 For more on the history of Munjoy Hill, see Sara Anne Donnelly, “The Cool on the Hill,” Downeast Magazine.
https://downeast.com/travel-outdoors/munjoy-hill-portland/

2 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 22 May 1777,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0191. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 2, June 1776-March 1778, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1963, pp. 245-246.]

3 “To John Adams from Jonathan Sewall, 15 February 1764,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-01-02-0049. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Papers of John Adams, vol. 1, September 1755-0October 1773, ed. Robert ]. Taylor. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1977, pp. 97-98.]

4+ “Monday. December 18th. 1758,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0003-0003-0003. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 62-63.]

5 “Monday. December 18th. 1758,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0003-0003-0003. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 62-63.]

6 “[Spring 1759.] ,” Founders Online, National Archives, https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-
01-02-0004-0005-0001. [Original source: The Adams Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol.
1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 85-103.]

7 “[October 1759],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0004-0008. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1961, pp. 123-124.]



... as he once described his docket of clients.8
“There is every Year, some new and astonishing scene of Vice. ...
“[B]end your whole soul to the Institutes of the Law. ..”10

“Let no trifling Diversion or amuzement. . .."11

“I cant command my attention. . .."12

Adams had been advised by Jeremiah Gridley. .. .13
“I was of an amorous disposition. ..."14

“If I look upon a law book. . .."”15

... “a Conversation that would have terminated in a Courtship. . .."16
“Otis was a flame of fire!”1”

“...acolony ruled by law, not mobs.”18

“[T]t’s of more importance ... that innocence should be protected. ... 1?
... “one of the best Pieces of Service I ever rendered my Country.”20

8“1760 Decr. 18th. Thurdsday.,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0005-0008-0007. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 181-184.]

9 Ibid.

10 “Tuesday [January 1759].,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0004-0001-0002. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 72-75.]

11 Tbid.

12 “[Spring 1759.] ,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0004-0005-0001. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 85-103.]

13 John Ferling, John Adams: A Life (New York: Owl Books, 1996), 23.

14 John Adams autobiography, part 1, "John Adams," through 1776, sheet 3 of 53 [electronic edition]. Adams
Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

15 Adams, draft of letter to Richard Cranch, fall 1758, John Adams diary, June 1753 - April 1754, September
1758 - January 1759 [electronic edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts
Historical Society. http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/. [pg. 16 of 28.]

16 “[Spring 1759.],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0004-0005-0001. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 85-103.]

17 “From John Adams to William Tudor, Sr., 29 March 1817,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6735.

18 “From John Adams to William Tudor, Sr., 15 April 1818,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6883.

19 “Adams’ Argument for the Defense: 3-4 December 1770,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/05-03-02-0001-0004-0016. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Legal Papers of John Adams, vol. 3, Cases 63 and 64: The Boston Massacre Trials, ed. L. Kinvin Wroth
and Hiller B. Zobel. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1965, pp. 242-270.]

20 “1773. March 5th. Fryday.,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-02-02-0003-0002-0002. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 2, 1771-1781, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, p. 79.]



“[A]lthough We were at Antipodes in Politicks. .. ."%1

“[M]y mind was clear and my determination decided and unalterable. . .."”22
“boxes of politics, as opposite as East and West”. .. .23

“Eleven Years ago I thought him the best Friend, I had in the World. .. .”24
“Great Britain is determined on her system. . ..”25

“Our Conversation was just such as might be expected...."26

Chapter Two: The Nursery of American Statesmen
John and Samuel

... “he was an almost incessant writer.”1

“Much of his work depended on plausible deniability. . . ."?

... atrail “so garbled that the truth could not be discovered.”3
“Mr. Adams was born and tempered a wedge of steel...."”*

In his common appearance, John later said of his cousin. .. .>
... “air of dignity and majesty”... .6

Sam had orchestrated it just so as a deliberate show....”

21 John Adams autobiography, part 1, "John Adams," through 1776, sheet 10 of 53 [electronic edition]. Adams
Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

22 The dialogue is italicized rather than presented in quotes because it comes from Adams’s account of the
conversation. Lines are quoted from John Adams autobiography, part 1, "John Adams," through 1776, sheet
11 of 53 [electronic edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

23 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 9 July 1774,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0089. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 134-137.]

24 John Adams diary 4, October 1759 - 20 November 1761, 21 November 1772 [electronic edition]. Adams
Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

25 Dialogue in this section comes from the conversation Adams relays in “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 9 July
1774,” Founders Online, National Archives, https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-
0089. [Original source: The Adams Papers, Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776,
ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 134-137.]

26 David McCullough, John Adams (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001), 350.

1 “From John Adams to William Tudor, Sr., 5 June 1813,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6054.

2 Stacy Schiff, The Revolutionary: Samuel Adams (New York: Little, Brown Company, 2022), 4.
3 “From John Adams to William Tudor, Sr., 5 June 1813,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6054.

4 Ibid.

5 “From John Adams to William Tudor, Sr., 15 April 1818,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6883.

6 “From John Adams to Jedidiah Morse, 1 January 1816,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6563.

7 Ferling, 96.



One evening at their shared boarding house in Philadelphia... .8
“For who is Sufficient for these Things?” he asked a friend.?

“I wander alone, and ponder.—I muse, [ mope, I ruminate. ...”10
“It would take a Volume to describe the whole [journey]...."11
But intrigue was afoot in the Pennsylvania capital. . . .12

In the city, the delegation settled into boarding house rooms. . . .13
“Our Expences, in this Journey, will be very great. .. .”14

... “a School of Political Prophets I Suppose—a Nursery of American Statesmen.”15
“God Almighty grant us wisdom and virtue...."16

With a population of nearly 30,000 souls. .. .17

“The Uniformity of this City is dissagreable to some. . .."18

“The Morals of our People are much better...."1°

...“became pretty well acquainted with Men and things. . .."”20

8 “From John Adams to William Tudor, Sr., 5 June 1813,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6054.

9 “From John Adams to James Warren, 25 June 1774,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-02-02-0017. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Papers of John Adams, vol. 2, December 1773-April 1775, ed. Robert ]. Taylor. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1977, pp. 99-100.]

10 “1774. June 25th. Saturday.,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-02-02-0004-0004-0002. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 2, 1771-1781, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, p. 97.]

11 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 28 August 1774,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0095. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 144-146.]

12 “From John Adams to Timothy Pickering, 6 August 1822,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-7674.

13 McCullough, 83.

14 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 28 August 1774,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0095. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 144-146.]

15 “From John Adams to James Warren, 25 June 1774,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-02-02-0017. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Papers of John Adams, vol. 2, December 1773-April 1775, ed. Robert ]. Taylor. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1977, pp. 99-100.]

16 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 28 August 1774,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0095. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 144-146.]

17 Ferling, 104.

18 Adams Diary 23 September 1774, John Adams diary 22, 4 September - 9 November 1774 [electronic
edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

19 Adams Dairy 9 October 1774, John Adams diary 22, 4 September - 9 November 1774 [electronic

edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

20 Adams Diary 31 August 1774, Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-02-02-0004-0005. [Original source: The Adams Papers,



As Adams described it, it was feast, feast, feast, feast. .. .2!

He was also fond of cider. .. .22

“There is such a quick and constant Succession of new Scenes. . .."23

“Here are Fortunes, Abilities, Learning, Eloquence, Acuteness. . .."24

“May it thrive, and prosper and flourish. . ..”25

Cousin Samuel, “cool, abstemious, polished, refined”. . . .26

“They Start at the Thought of taking up the old Charter...."2”

“These discussions spun into great Length, and nothing was decided. . ..”28
“This was one of the happiest Days of my Life. ..."2°

... “nibbling and quibbling, as usual”... .30

The document “demanded as little as could be demanded”. .. .31

“There is so much Wit, Sense, Learning, Acuteness, Subtilty, Eloquence. .. .”32

Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 2, 1771-1781, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1961, pp. 97-118.]; 1774. October 28th Diary. Adams Papers Digital Edition, Massachusetts
Historical Society. https://www.masshist.org/publications/adams-papers/index.php/view/ADMS-01-02-02-
pb-0158; “[In Congress, September-October 1774],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-03-02-0016-0022. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 3, Diary, 1782-1804; Autobiography, Part One to October 1776,
ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 307-313.]

21 Adams Diary, 16 September 1774, 14 September 1774, 8 September 1774, 11 September 1774.

22 Adams Diary, 22 September 1774. John Adams diary 22, 4 September - 9 November 1774 [electronic
edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

23 Adams Diary, 11 September 1774. John Adams diary 22, 4 September - 9 November 1774 [electronic
edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

24 John Adams to William Tudor, 29 September 1774, Adams Papers Digital Edition, Massachusetts Historical
Society. https://www.masshist.org/publications/adams-papers/index.php/view/ADMS-06-02-02-0052

25 “From John Adams to James Warren, 25 June 1774,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-02-02-0017. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Papers of John Adams, vol. 2, December 1773-April 1775, ed. Robert ]. Taylor. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1977, pp. 99-100.]

26 Ferling, 106.

27 John Adams to William Tudor, 29 September 1774, Adams Papers Digital Edition, Massachusetts Historical
Society. https://www.masshist.org/publications/adams-papers/index.php/view/ADMS-06-02-02-0052

28 “IIn Congress, September-October 1774],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-03-02-0016-0022. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 3, Diary, 1782-1804; Autobiography, Part One to October 1776,
ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 307-313.]

29 Adams Diary, 17 September 1774, John Adams diary 22, 4 September - 9 November 1774 [electronic
edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/.

30 Adams Diary, 24 October 1774, John Adams diary 22, 4 September - 9 November 1774 [electronic

edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/.

31 “IIn Congress, September-October 1774],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-03-02-0016-0022. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 3, Diary, 1782-1804; Autobiography, Part One to October 1776,
ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 307-313.]

3210 October 1774, John Adams diary 22, 4 September - 9 November 1774 [electronic edition]. Adams Family
Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society. http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/.



... all so fond of “shewing their Parts and Powers”. .. .33

“It is not very likely that I shall ever see this Part of the World again. . .."”34
Little did he know just how much of Philadelphia he would soon get to see.
“Without the character of Samuel Adams. ..."”35

Edward Rutledge of South Carolina. .. .36

“Young Ned Rutledge is a perfect Bob o' Lincoln. . .."”37
Robert Livingston of New York.. . .38

Caesar Rodney of Delaware. . . .39

Dr. Benjamin Rush. .. .40

Chapter Three: Penn to Sword
Adams vs. Dickinson

“[T]he Battle of Lexington on the 19th of April...."1
the Novanglus letters?23
Details of the visit to Cambridge, Lexington, and Concord#*

33 Adams Diary 24 October 1774, John Adams diary 22, 4 September - 9 November 1774 [electronic
edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/.

34 1774. October 28th Diary. Adams Papers Digital Edition, Massachusetts Historical Society.
https://www.masshist.org/publications/adams-papers/index.php/view/ADMS-01-02-02-pb-0158

35 “From John Adams to William Tudor, Sr., 5 June 1813,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6054.

36 Adams Diary, 1 September 1774, John Adams diary 21, 15 August - 3 September 1774 [electronic
edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/.

37 24 October 1774, John Adams diary 22, 4 September - 9 November 1774 [electronic edition]. Adams Family
Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society. http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/
38 Adams Diary, 1 September 1774, John Adams diary 21, 15 August - 3 September 1774 [electronic
edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/.

39 Adams Diary, 3 September 1774, John Adams diary 21, 15 August - 3 September 1774 [electronic
edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

40 “1775. Septr. 24. Sunday.,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-02-02-0005-0003-0013. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 2, 1771-1781, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 181-183.]

1 “[Novanglus Papers, 1774-1775],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-03-02-0016-0023. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 3, Diary, 1782-1804; Autobiography, Part One to October 1776,
ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 313-314.]

2 For more on the exchange between Adams and Daniel “Massachusettensis” Leonoard,

see https://www.masshist.org/publications/adams-papers/view?&id=PJA02dg5.

3 Ibid.

4 This and other Adams quotes in this section from “[Novanglus Papers, 1774-1775].”



“The martial Spirit throughout this Province is astonishing”>
“We know not what to do first....”®
“I came from home Sick and have been so ever Since. . .."”
“Uniforms, and Regimentals are as thick as Bees....”8
“He is a Shadow. ...
...“avery modest Man, and very ingenious, as well as agreeable. ...”10
The Pennsylvania Farmer. . . .11
...“humble and dutiful petition to the King”?12
.a “Measure of Imbecility.”13
“Powder and Artillery are the most efficacious....”14
“Blood. .. on their own heads. . .."15
On one occasion, Adams gave a particularly impassioned speech on the floor... .16
“[T]he Fleetest sailor must wait for the dullest and the slowest. ..."17
“repulsively cold”18

5 From John Adams to James Warren, 21 May 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-03-02-0007. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Papers of John Adams, vol. 3, May 1775-]January 1776, ed. Robert ]. Taylor. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1979, p. 11.]

6 Ibid.

7 Ibid.

8 Ibid.

99 Adams Diary 31 August 1774, John Adams diary 21, 15 August - 3 September 1774 [electronic

edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

10 Adams Diary, 11 September 1774, John Adams diary 22, 4 September - 9 November 1774 [electronic
edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

11 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 23 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0164. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 252-254.]

12 Thomas Jefferson and John Dickinson, “The Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms,” 6 July 1775.
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/causes-and-necessity-taking-arms.

13 “[In Congress, June and July 1775],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-03-02-0016-0025. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 3, Diary, 1782-1804; Autobiography, Part One to October 1776,
ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 321-324.]

14 “From John Adams to Moses Gill, 10 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-03-02-0014. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Papers of John Adams, vol. 3, May 1775-]January 1776, ed. Robert ]. Taylor. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1979, pp. 20-22.]

15 Quoted in Ferling, 123.

16 “[In Congress, May 1775],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-03-02-0016-0024. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 3, Diary, 1782-1804; Autobiography, Part One to October 1776,
ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 314-321.]

17 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 11 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0146. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 215-217.]

18 Quoted in Ferling, 127.



Adams referred to Washington. . . .19

“This Appointment will have a great Effect. . ..”20

“[Y]our Majesty will find your faithful subjects on this continent. . ..”21
“[T]he Designs against Us, are hostile and sanguinary. . .."22

“In some of my public Harrangues. . .."?3

In a letter Adams wrote in late July to his friend James Warren. .. .24

“I wrote something like what has been published. But not exactly. . . .2
... Adams became “an object of nearly universal detestation”. .. .26
“We continued to debate in Congress upon all questions. . .."27

“The Day; perhaps the decisive Day. . .."28
“I have found this Congress like the last. .. .”2°

19 L. H. Butterfield et al.,, eds., Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, 4 vols. [Cambridge, Mass., 1961], 3:322-
23.

20 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 11 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0146. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 215-217.]

21 “Olive Branch Petition,” https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/olive-branch-petition.

22 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 11 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0146. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 215-217.]

23 “[In Congress, May 1775],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-03-02-0016-0024. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 3, Diary, 1782-1804; Autobiography, Part One to October 1776,
ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 314-321.]

24 “From John Adams to James Warren, 24 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-03-02-0052. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Papers of John Adams, vol. 3, May 1775-]January 1776, ed. Robert ]. Taylor. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1979, pp. 89-93.]

25 “1775 Sept. 16. Saturday.,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-02-02-0005-0003-0003. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 2, 1771-1781, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 173-175.]

26 See n6 “From John Adams to James Warren, 24 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-03-02-0052.

27 “[In Congress, May 1775],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-03-02-0016-0024. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 3, Diary, 1782-1804; Autobiography, Part One to October 1776,
ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 314-321.]

28 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 18 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0150. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 222-224.]

29 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 11 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0146. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 215-217.]



“Mr. Hancock... never loved me so well after this Event as he had done before. ...”30
John Dickinson initially impressed Adams as “very modest, delicate, and timid.”31

30 “IIn Congress, June and July 1775],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-03-02-0016-0025. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 3, Diary, 1782-1804; Autobiography, Part One to October 1776,
ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 321-324.]

3124 October 1774, John Adams diary 22, 4 September - 9 November 1774 [electronic edition]. Adams Family
Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society. http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/



Chapter Four: “Every Line a Precious Relic”
John and Abigail

“A few more such victories” . ...1

“We wait to hear more particulars. . .."”2

“The Day; perhaps the decisive Day is come...."”3
“Courage, my dear!”4

“Does every Member feel for us?”s

John Quincy, writing decades later. .. .6

“It gives me more Pleasure than I can express...."”
Abigail was a wit, John admitted. .. .8

But when they met again two years later....°

... “never abated during their long life together.”10
“I wish I understood French as well as you...."11

1 Sir Henry Clinton, The American Rebellion. Sir Henry Clinton's Narrative of his Campaigns, 1775-1782, William
B. Willcox, ed. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1954), 19.

2 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 23 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0153. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 226-227.]

3 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 18 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0150. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 222-224.]

4 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 23 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0153. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 226-227.]

5 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 22 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0152. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 225-226.]

6 Quoted in the n3 of Abigail’s 18 June 1775 letter to John,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0150.

7 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 7 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0160. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 241-243.]

8 “I[Summer 1759.],” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0004-0007-0001. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 103-123.]

9 “Braintree Feby. 1st. 1763. Tuesday.,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0008-0001-0001. [Original source: The Adams
Papers, Diary and Autobiography of John Adams, vol. 1, 1755-1770, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1961, pp. 233-235.]

10 Lynne Withey, Dearest Friend: A Life of Abigail Adams (New York: Touchstone, 1981), 16.

11 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 18 February 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0229. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 348-349.]



“...T'would soon convince you that [ am not above forty.”12
“a Friendship and affection deep Rooted ... which defies the ravages of time. ..."13
...a blow that grieved the parents so deeply... .14

“I must entreat you, my dear Partner...."1>

“I long impatiently to have you upon the Stage of action”. .. .16
“We cannot but consider the great distance”. .. .17

“paradox of proximity.”18

“The letters. ..."19

“Is there no Way for two friendly Souls. . .."20

“Would you advise me?”21

“I think you shine as a Stateswoman”. . . .22

“I can do nothing without you.”?3

12 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 11 March 1796,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-11-02-0109. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 11, July 1795-February 1797, ed. Margaret A. Hogan, C. James Taylor,
Sara Martin, Neal E. Millikan, Hobson Woodward, Sara B. Sikes, and Gregg L. Lint. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 2013, pp. 212-213.]

13 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 7 January 1793,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-09-02-0215. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 9, January 1790-December 1793, ed. C. James Taylor, Margaret A. Hogan,
Karen N. Barzilay, Gregg L. Lint, Hobson Woodward, Mary T. Claffey, Robert F. Karachuk, and Sara B. Sikes.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2009, pp. 372-374.]

14 McCullough, 65.

15 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 1 July 1774,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0082. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 118-120.]

16 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 19 August 1774,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0093. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 142-143.]

17 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 16 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0147. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 217-220.]

18 Joseph Ellis, First Family: Abigail and John Adams (New York: Knopf, 2010), 16.

19 The Letters of John and Abigail Adams, Frank Shuffelton, ed. (New York: Penguin, 2004), xvii.

20 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 28 April 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0258. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 398-401.]

21 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 12 May 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0262. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 406-407.]

22 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 27 May 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0270. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 419-421.]

23 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 11 April 1797,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-12-02-0042. [Original source: The Adams Papers,



“[E]very line is like a precious Relict of the Saints”. .. .24

“I think you are more cautious than you need be”. .. .2

“All the Letters I receive from you seem to be wrote in so much haste. ...”26
She wrote to him as “Dearest Friend”. . . .27

She closed her letters. . . .2829.30

“Be assured....”31

“My pen is always freer than my tongue”. .. .32

“You bid me burn your Letters. ..."33

“I have really had a very disagreeable Time of it...."34

Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 12, March 1797 - April 1798, ed. Sara Martin, C. James Taylor, Neal E.
Millikan, Amanda A. Mathews, Hobson Woodward, Sara B. Sikes, Gregg L. Lint, and Sara Georgini. Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 2015, pp. 72-73.]

24 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 16 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0147. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 217-220.]

25 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 27 November 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0218. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 328-331.]

26 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 16 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0162. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 245-251.]

27 Portia was the female protagonist of The Merchant of Venice (c. 1596).

28 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 31 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0174. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 269-272.]; Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 9 July 1777
[electronic edition]. Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive. Massachusetts Historical Society.
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/

29 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 21 February 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0230. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 350-352.]

30 [bid.

31 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 17 May 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0266. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 410-412.]

32 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 22 October 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0204. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 309-311.]

33 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 28 April 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0258. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 398-401.]

34 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 7 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0160. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 241-243.]



... "“in Case of real Danger ... fly to the Woods with our children.”3>
“Poor, unhappy 11”36

“His habitual absences from his wife were deplorable. . .."37

“I hope the publick will reap what I sacrifice. .. ."”38

“Here I serve my partner, my family and myself...."”3°

“I do not feel easy more than two days together”. .. .40

“I have been distress’d, but not dismayed. .. .”41

.. .“absolutely necessary whilst every day is big with Events”... .42
“I begin to be jealous....”3

“I know not what would become of me, and mine...."4

“You can hardly immagine how much we want”. .. .45

35 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 2 May 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0128. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, p. 192.]

36 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 26 July 1777,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0231. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 2, June 1776-March 1778, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1963, p. 289.]

37 Ferling, 4.

38 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 27 November 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0218. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 328-331.]

39 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 3 June 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0003. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 2, June 1776-March 1778, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1963, pp. 4-5.]

40 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 31 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0174. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 269-272.]

41 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 5 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0159. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 239-241.]

42 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 25 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0155. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 230-233.]

43 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 27 May 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0270. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 419-421.]

44 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 16 June 1777,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0209. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 2, June 1776-March 1778, ed. L. H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1963, p. 267.]

45 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 16 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0162. [Original source: The Adams Papers,



“Not one pin is to be purchased for love nor money”. .. .46

“[T]he time will crawl till [ see you. . .."47

“Pray let me hear from you....”48

“The Business | have had upon my Mind. ..."4°

... Congress granted itself a brief vacation.50

“Tis a dreadful time with this whole province...."5!

“Journeys of such a Length are tedious”. . . .52

Although Abigail “long[ed] to hear that you have declared an independency”... .53
“[I]n the new Code of Laws which I suppose it will be necessary. . .."5*

“As to your extraordinary Code of Laws, I cannot but laugh. ...”>>

Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 245-251.]

46 [bid.

47 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 5 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0159. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 239-241.]

48 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 25 June 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0155. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 230-233.]

49 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 24 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0167. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 255-258.]

50 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 30 July 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0173. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 268-269.]

51 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 1 October 1775,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0189. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 288-289.]

52 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 28 April 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0258. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 398-401.]

53 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 31 March 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0241. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 369-371.]

54 “Abigail Adams to John Adams, 31 March 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0241. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 369-371.]

55 “John Adams to Abigail Adams, 14 April 1776,” Founders Online, National Archives,
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0248. [Original source: The Adams Papers,
Adams Family Correspondence, vol. 1, December 1761-May 1776, ed. Lyman H. Butterfield. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1963, pp. 381-383.]



“I can not say that I think you very generous to the Ladies. ...”5¢
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Dr. Joseph Warren “has distinguished himself in every engagement. .. .”8

Chapter Five: Common Sense
Adams v. Paine
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