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ERRATA	

	

On	pg.	48,	I	listed	January	9,	1776,	as	the	publication	date	of	Common	Sense.	Printer	John	

Bell	began	advertising	the	pamphlet	for	sale	that	day,	and	he	may	have	begun	printing	

copies	on	that	date;	however,	Common	Sense	wasn’t	actually	available	for	sale	until	January	

10,	1776,	and	that	is	the	date	most	often	cited	for	its	publication.	(For	more	on	Common	

Sense,	see	my	post	at	Emerging	Revolutionary	War	to	commemorate	the	250th	anniversary	

of	its	publication,	“In	Praise	of	Common	Sense.”)		

https://emergingrevolutionarywar.org/2026/01/10/in-praise-of-common-sense/	

	

On	pg.	93,	it	seems	we	deleted	a	“1”	somewhere	along	the	line	during	production	where	I	

provided	the	date	of	the	final	surrender	at	Saratoga.	That	surrender	took	place	on	October	

17,	1777,	not	on	October	7.	(The	last	of	the	fighting	took	place	on	October	7,	though!)	

	

	

	

SOURCES	

	

NOTE:	Many	of	the	primary	documents	listed	on	the	National	Archives’	“Founders	Online”	site	

were	first	posted	as	“early	access	documents”	slated	for	finalization.	As	texts	are	finalized	as	

“authoritative”	editions,	“This	link	will	eventually	disappear!”	the	site	warns.	The	materials	

will	still	be	available	from	Founders	Online	and	can	easily	be	searched	for	there,	even	if	the	

hypertext	no	longer	exists.		

	

	

	



Prologue	

	

.	.	.	“foul,	fetid,	fuming,	foggy,	filthy	Philadelphia!”1	

“the	North	and	South	poles	of	the	American	Revolution.	.	.	.”2	

“Truth,	Nature,	Fact,	should	be	your	sole	guide.	.	.	.”3	

“making	and	sailing	boats	and	Ships	upon	the	Ponds	and	Brooks	.	.	.	.”4		

	“the	honestest	Man	I	ever	knew”5		

“an	Admiration	of	Learning.	.	.	.”6		

“a	disgust	to	Schools,	to	books	and	to	study.	.	.	.”7		

“I	do	not	love	books.	.	.	.”8	

“.	.	.	my	daily	encreasing	Attention	to	my	Books.”9		

“I	soon	perceived	a	growing	Curiosity.	.	.	.”10	

“Fame,	Fortune,	Power	say	some,	are	the	Ends	intended	by	a	Library.	.	.	.”11	

“Vanity	I	am	sensible,	is	my	cardinal	Vice	and	cardinal	Folly.	.	.	.”12		

“Oh!	that	I	could	wear	out	of	my	mind	every	mean	and	base	affectation.	.	.	.”13	

“I	have	to	smooth	and	harmonise	my	Mind.	.	.	.”14	

“My	temper	in	general	has	been	tranquil	except.	.	.	.”15		

“How	is	it	that	I,	poor	ignorant	I,	must	stand	before	Posterity.	.	.	.”16		

 

1	All	quotes	from	the	musical	that	appear	in	this	book	come	from	Peter	Stone	and	Sherman	Edwards,	1776:	A	

Musical	Play	(New	York:	Penguin,	1969).	This	lyric	comes	from	pg.	5.	
2	To	John	Adams	from	Benjamin	Rush,	17	February	1812,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-5758.	
3	“From	John	Adams	to	John	Trumbull,	18	March	1817,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6730.		
4	John	Adams	autobiography,	part	1,	"John	Adams,"	through	1776,	sheet	2	of	53	[electronic	edition].	Adams	

Family	Papers:	An	Electronic	Archive.	Massachusetts	Historical	Society.	
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/	
5	Ibid.	
6	Ibid.	
7	Ibid.	
8	Ibid.	
9	Ibid.	
10	Ibid.,	sheet	3	of	53.	
11	John	Adams	diary,	30	January	1768.	https://www.masshist.org/publications/adams-

papers/index.php/view/DJA01d454.	
12	“3	Monday.,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-

02-0002-0005-0003.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	

1,	1755–1770,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	24–25.]	
13	“16	Monday.,	[1756]”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0002-0002-0016.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	
Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	1,	1755–1770,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	7–8.]	
14	“[Spring	1759.]	,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0004-0005-0001.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	

Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	1,	1755–1770,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	85–103.]	
15	“From	John	Adams	to	Skelton	Jones,	11	March	1809,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-5315.	
16	“From	John	Adams	to	Benjamin	Rush,	17	August	1812,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-5855.	



All	the	vanguard	members	of	the	revolutionary	generation.	.	.	.17	

.	.	.“congenitally	incapable	of	holding	the	pose.”18		

	“for	I	really	think	that	your	Letters	are	much	better.	.	.	.”19	

“I	write	no	biographies	or	biographical	sketches.	.	.	.”20	

	

	

Chapter	One:	“The	Most	Bitter,	Malicious,	Determined	and	Implacable	Enemy”	

Adams	v.	Sewall	

	

The	hilltop	view	from	Falmouth’s	east-end.	.	.	.1		

“The	Charms	of	the	Morning	at	this	Hour,	are	irresistible.	.	.	.”2		

.	.	.	Sewall	addressed	Adams	as	“Brother.”3	

“[I]t	is	my	Destiny	to	dig	Treasures	with	my	own	fingers.	.	.	.”4		

“It	will	be	said,	I	don’t	understand	my	Business.	.	.	.”5		

“.	.	.	a	strong	Desire	of	Distinction”6	

“Now	to	what	higher	object”.	.	.	.7	

 

17	Joseph	Ellis,	Founding	Brothers:	The	Revolutionary	Generation	(New	York:	Knopf,	2000),	18.	
18	Ibid.	
19	Quotes	from	this	and	the	next	paragraph	from	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	2	June	1776,”	Founders	

Online,	National	Archives,	https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0002.	[Original	
source:	The	Adams	Papers,	Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	2,	June	1776 – March	1778,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	

Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	University	Press,	1963,	pp.	3–4.]	
20	“From	John	Adams	to	William	Tudor,	Sr.,	5	June	1813,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6054.	

	
1	For	more	on	the	history	of	Munjoy	Hill,	see	Sara	Anne	Donnelly,	“The	Cool	on	the	Hill,”	Downeast	Magazine.	
https://downeast.com/travel-outdoors/munjoy-hill-portland/	
2	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	22	May	1777,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0191.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	2,	June	1776 – March	1778,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1963,	pp.	245–246.]	
3	“To	John	Adams	from	Jonathan	Sewall,	15	February	1764,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-01-02-0049.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	
Papers	of	John	Adams,	vol.	1,	September	1755 – October	1773,	ed.	Robert	J.	Taylor.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1977,	pp.	97–98.]	
4	“Monday.	December	18th.	1758,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0003-0003-0003.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	

Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	1,	1755–1770,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	62–63.]	
5	“Monday.	December	18th.	1758,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0003-0003-0003.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	

Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	1,	1755–1770,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	62–63.]	
6	“[Spring	1759.]	,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-

01-02-0004-0005-0001.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	

1,	1755–1770,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	85–103.]	
7	“[October	1759],”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0004-0008.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	1,	1755–1770,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1961,	pp.	123–124.]	



.	.	.	as	he	once	described	his	docket	of	clients.8		

“There	is	every	Year,	some	new	and	astonishing	scene	of	Vice.	.	.	.”9	

“[B]end	your	whole	soul	to	the	Institutes	of	the	Law.	.	.”10		

“Let	no	trifling	Diversion	or	amuzement.	.	.	.”11		

“I	cant	command	my	attention.	.	.	.”12		

Adams	had	been	advised	by	Jeremiah	Gridley.	.	.	.13		

“I	was	of	an	amorous	disposition.	.	.	.”14	

“If	I	look	upon	a	law	book.	.	.	.”15	

.	.	.	“a	Conversation	that	would	have	terminated	in	a	Courtship.	.	.	.”16	

“Otis	was	a	flame	of	fire!”17	

“.	.	.	a	colony	ruled	by	law,	not	mobs.”18	

“[I]t’s	of	more	importance	.	.	.	that	innocence	should	be	protected.	.	.	.”19	

.	.	.	“one	of	the	best	Pieces	of	Service	I	ever	rendered	my	Country.”20	

 

8	“1760	Decr.	18th.	Thurdsday.,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0005-0008-0007.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	

Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	1,	1755–1770,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	181–184.]	
9	Ibid.	
10	“Tuesday	[January	1759].,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0004-0001-0002.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	
Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	1,	1755–1770,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	72–75.]	
11	Ibid.	
12	“[Spring	1759.]	,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0004-0005-0001.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	

Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	1,	1755–1770,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	
Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	85–103.]	
13	John	Ferling,	John	Adams:	A	Life	(New	York:	Owl	Books,	1996),	23.	
14	John	Adams	autobiography,	part	1,	"John	Adams,"	through	1776,	sheet	3	of	53	[electronic	edition].	Adams	

Family	Papers:	An	Electronic	Archive.	Massachusetts	Historical	Society.	

http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/	
15	Adams,	draft	of	letter	to	Richard	Cranch,	fall	1758,	John	Adams	diary,	June	1753	-	April	1754,	September	

1758	-	January	1759	[electronic	edition].	Adams	Family	Papers:	An	Electronic	Archive.	Massachusetts	
Historical	Society.	http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/.	[pg.	16	of	28.]	
16	“[Spring	1759.]	,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-01-02-0004-0005-0001.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	

Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	1,	1755–1770,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	85–103.]	
17	“From	John	Adams	to	William	Tudor,	Sr.,	29	March	1817,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6735.	
18	“From	John	Adams	to	William	Tudor,	Sr.,	15	April	1818,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6883.		
19	“Adams’	Argument	for	the	Defense:	3–4	December	1770,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/05-03-02-0001-0004-0016.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	

Papers,	Legal	Papers	of	John	Adams,	vol.	3,	Cases	63	and	64:	The	Boston	Massacre	Trials,	ed.	L.	Kinvin	Wroth	

and	Hiller	B.	Zobel.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	University	Press,	1965,	pp.	242–270.]	
20	“1773.	March	5th.	Fryday.,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-02-02-0003-0002-0002.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	

Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	2,	1771–1781,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	p.	79.]	



“[A]lthough	We	were	at	Antipodes	in	Politicks.	.	.	.”21	

“[M]y	mind	was	clear	and	my	determination	decided	and	unalterable.	.	.	.”22	

	“boxes	of	politics,	as	opposite	as	East	and	West”.	.	.	.23		

	“Eleven	Years	ago	I	thought	him	the	best	Friend,	I	had	in	the	World.	.	.		.”24	

“Great	Britain	is	determined	on	her	system.	.	.	.”25	

“Our	Conversation	was	just	such	as	might	be	expected.	.	.	.”26	

	

	

Chapter	Two:	The	Nursery	of	American	Statesmen	

John	and	Samuel		

	

.	.	.	“he	was	an	almost	incessant	writer.”1	

“Much	of	his	work	depended	on	plausible	deniability.	.	.	.”2		

.	.	.	a	trail	“so	garbled	that	the	truth	could	not	be	discovered.”3	

“Mr.	Adams	was	born	and	tempered	a	wedge	of	steel.	.	.	.”4		

In	his	common	appearance,	John	later	said	of	his	cousin.	.	.	.5	

.	.	.	“air	of	dignity	and	majesty”.	.	.	.6	

Sam	had	orchestrated	it	just	so	as	a	deliberate	show.	.	.	.7		

 

21	John	Adams	autobiography,	part	1,	"John	Adams,"	through	1776,	sheet	10	of	53	[electronic	edition].	Adams	
Family	Papers:	An	Electronic	Archive.	Massachusetts	Historical	Society.	

http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/	
22	The	dialogue	is	italicized	rather	than	presented	in	quotes	because	it	comes	from	Adams’s	account	of	the	

conversation.	Lines	are	quoted	from	John	Adams	autobiography,	part	1,	"John	Adams,"	through	1776,	sheet	

11	of	53	[electronic	edition].	Adams	Family	Papers:	An	Electronic	Archive.	Massachusetts	Historical	Society.	

http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/	
23	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	9	July	1774,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0089.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	1,	December	1761 – May	1776,	ed.	Lyman	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1963,	pp.	134–137.]	
24	John	Adams	diary	4,	October	1759	-	20	November	1761,	21	November	1772	[electronic	edition].	Adams	

Family	Papers:	An	Electronic	Archive.	Massachusetts	Historical	Society.	

http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/	
25	Dialogue	in	this	section	comes	from	the	conversation	Adams	relays	in	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	9	July	

1774,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-

0089.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	1,	December	1761 – May	1776,	

ed.	Lyman	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	University	Press,	1963,	pp.	134–137.]	
26	David	McCullough,	John	Adams	(New	York:	Simon	&	Schuster,	2001),	350.	

	
1	“From	John	Adams	to	William	Tudor,	Sr.,	5	June	1813,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6054.		
2	Stacy	Schiff,	The	Revolutionary:	Samuel	Adams	(New	York:	Little,	Brown	Company,	2022),	4.	
3	“From	John	Adams	to	William	Tudor,	Sr.,	5	June	1813,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6054.		
4	Ibid.	
5	“From	John	Adams	to	William	Tudor,	Sr.,	15	April	1818,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6883.	
6	“From	John	Adams	to	Jedidiah	Morse,	1	January	1816,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6563.		
7	Ferling,	96.	



One	evening	at	their	shared	boarding	house	in	Philadelphia.	.	.	.8	

“For	who	is	Sufficient	for	these	Things?”	he	asked	a	friend.9		

“I	wander	alone,	and	ponder.—I	muse,	I	mope,	I	ruminate.	.	.	.”10	

	“It	would	take	a	Volume	to	describe	the	whole	[journey].	.	.	.”11	

But	intrigue	was	afoot	in	the	Pennsylvania	capital.	.	.	.12	

In	the	city,	the	delegation	settled	into	boarding	house	rooms.	.	.	.13		

“Our	Expences,	in	this	Journey,	will	be	very	great.	.	.	.”14	

.	.	.	“a	School	of	Political	Prophets	I	Suppose—a	Nursery	of	American	Statesmen.”15		

“God	Almighty	grant	us	wisdom	and	virtue.	.	.	.”16	

With	a	population	of	nearly	30,000	souls.	.	.	.17		

“The	Uniformity	of	this	City	is	dissagreable	to	some.	.	.	.”18	

“The	Morals	of	our	People	are	much	better.	.	.	.”19	

.	.	.“became	pretty	well	acquainted	with	Men	and	things.	.	.	.”20	

 

8	“From	John	Adams	to	William	Tudor,	Sr.,	5	June	1813,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-6054.		
9	“From	John	Adams	to	James	Warren,	25	June	1774,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-02-02-0017.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Papers	of	John	Adams,	vol.	2,	December	1773 – April	1775,	ed.	Robert	J.	Taylor.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1977,	pp.	99–100.]	
10	“1774.	June	25th.	Saturday.,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-02-02-0004-0004-0002.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	
Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	2,	1771–1781,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	p.	97.]	
11	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	28	August	1774,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0095.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	1,	December	1761 – May	1776,	ed.	Lyman	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1963,	pp.	144–146.]	
12	“From	John	Adams	to	Timothy	Pickering,	6	August	1822,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-02-02-7674.		
13	McCullough,	83.	
14	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	28	August	1774,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0095.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	1,	December	1761 – May	1776,	ed.	Lyman	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1963,	pp.	144–146.]	
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.	.	.	all	so	fond	of	“shewing	their	Parts	and	Powers”.	.	.	.33	
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Chapter	Three:	Penn	to	Sword	

Adams	vs.	Dickinson	
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Adams	referred	to	Washington.	.	.	.19		

“This	Appointment	will	have	a	great	Effect.	.	.	.”20		

“[Y]our	Majesty	will	find	your	faithful	subjects	on	this	continent.	.	.	.”21	
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“The	Day;	perhaps	the	decisive	Day.	.	.	.”28	

“I	have	found	this	Congress	like	the	last.	.	.	.”29	

 

19	L.	H.	Butterfield	et	al.,	eds.,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	4	vols.	[Cambridge,	Mass.,	1961],	3:322–

23.	
20	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	11	June	1775,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0146.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	1,	December	1761 – May	1776,	ed.	Lyman	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1963,	pp.	215–217.]	
21	“Olive	Branch	Petition,”	https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/olive-branch-petition.	
22	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	11	June	1775,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0146.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	1,	December	1761 – May	1776,	ed.	Lyman	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1963,	pp.	215–217.]	
23	“[In	Congress,	May	1775],”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-03-02-0016-0024.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,		
Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	3,	Diary,	1782–1804;	Autobiography,	Part	One	to	October	1776,	

ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	314–321.]	
24	“From	John	Adams	to	James	Warren,	24	July	1775,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-03-02-0052.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Papers	of	John	Adams,	vol.	3,	May	1775 – January	1776,	ed.	Robert	J.	Taylor.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1979,	pp.	89–93.]	
25	“1775	Sept.	16.	Saturday.,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-02-02-0005-0003-0003.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	

Papers,	Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	2,	1771–1781,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	173–175.]	
26	See	n6	“From	John	Adams	to	James	Warren,	24	July	1775,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-03-02-0052.	
27	“[In	Congress,	May	1775],”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/01-03-02-0016-0024.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	
Diary	and	Autobiography	of	John	Adams,	vol.	3,	Diary,	1782–1804;	Autobiography,	Part	One	to	October	1776,	

ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	University	Press,	1961,	pp.	314–321.]	
28	“Abigail	Adams	to	John	Adams,	18	June	1775,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0150.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	1,	December	1761 – May	1776,	ed.	Lyman	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1963,	pp.	222–224.]	
29	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	11	June	1775,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-01-02-0146.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	1,	December	1761 – May	1776,	ed.	Lyman	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	

Harvard	University	Press,	1963,	pp.	215–217.]	



	“Mr.	Hancock	.	.	.	never	loved	me	so	well	after	this	Event	as	he	had	done	before.	.	.	.”30	

John	Dickinson	initially	impressed	Adams	as	“very	modest,	delicate,	and	timid.”31	
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Chapter	Four:	“Every	Line	a	Precious	Relic”	

John	and	Abigail	

	

“A	few	more	such	victories”	.	.	.	.1	
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“The	Examples	of	Washington,	Franklin	and	Jefferson	are	enough	to	shew”.	.	.	.59		
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Chapter	Seven:	The	Fate	of	War	is	Uncertain	

Adams	and	Washington	
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“I	wish	to	hear	often	from	you.	.	.	.”53	

“A	slavery	it	has	been	to	me,	whatever	the	World	may	think	of	it.	.	.	.”54	

.	.	.	Abigail	was	“taken	with	a	shaking	fit.”55		

“[I]	am	very	apprehensive	that	a	life	was	lost.	.	.	.”56		

“I	hope	you	will	be	happy	in	the	Embraces	of	a	little	female	Beauty.	.	.	.”57	
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.	.	.	“recoverd	Health	and	strength	beyond	expectation.”60	

“I	cannot	help	feeling	anxious	when	such	a	space	elapses.	.	.	.”61	

“Here	I	am.—I	am	bound	home.	.	.	.”62	

	

 

53	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	14	March	1777,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0128.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	2,	June	1776 – March	1778,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1963,	pp.	174–175.]	
54	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	8	July	1777,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0218.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	2,	June	1776 – March	1778,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	
University	Press,	1963,	pp.	276–277.]	
55	“Abigail	Adams	to	John	Adams,	9	July	1777,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0219.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	2,	June	1776 – March	1778,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1963,	pp.	277–278.]	
56		Ibid.	
57	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	20	July	1777,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0228.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	2,	June	1776 – March	1778,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1963,	pp.	285–286.]	
58	“Abigail	Adams	to	John	Adams,	16	July	1777,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0225.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	2,	June	1776 – March	1778,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	
University	Press,	1963,	pp.	282–283.]	
59	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	28	July	1777,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0233.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	2,	June	1776 – March	1778,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1963,	p.	292.]	
60	“Abigail	Adams	to	John	Adams,	23	July	1777,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0230.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	
Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	2,	June	1776 – March	1778,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1963,	pp.	287–289.]	
61	“Abigail	Adams	to	John	Adams,	16	November	1777,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0295.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	2,	June	1776 – March	1778,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1963,	pp.	367–368.]	
62	“John	Adams	to	Abigail	Adams,	14	November	1777,”	Founders	Online,	National	Archives,	

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/04-02-02-0294-0001.	[Original	source:	The	Adams	Papers,	

Adams	Family	Correspondence,	vol.	2,	June	1776 – March	1778,	ed.	L.	H.	Butterfield.	Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	

University	Press,	1963,	p.	366.]	



“Mr.	Dickinsons	Alacrity	and	Spirit	upon	this	occasion.	.	.	.”63	

.	.	.	“the	modest	and	virtuous,	the	amiable,	generous	and	brave.	.	.	.”64	

	“He	is	a	queer	Creature.	.	.	.”65	

“I	would	give	Three	Guineas	for	a	Barrell	of	your	Cyder.	.	.	.”66	

	“He	has	been	basely	slandered	and	libeled”67	

Washington’s	Ten	Talents68	

“[W]hen	I	resided	in	England	as	a	public	Minister.	.	.	.”69	

	

	

Chapter	Eight:	“A	Very	Dangerous	Man”	

Adams	vs.	Lovell	

	

.	.	.“in	a	very	loose	condition.”1		

“His	abilities	are	undoubtedly	equal.	.	.	.”2	

“Doctor	Franklin’s	Age	allarms	us.	.	.	.”3	

“How	can	you	contrive	to	rob	me	of	all	my	happiness?”4		
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Epilogue	

	

“I've	always	been	dissatisfied,	I	know	that.	.	.	.”1	
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Appendix	D:	John	Adams	and	Slavery	

	

“How	is	it	that	we	hear	the	loudest	yelps”.	.	.	.1		

As	historian	Mark	Maloy	has	pointed	out.	.	.	.2	

Later	in	life,	Adams	denounced	slavery.	.	.	.3		

A	majority	of	the	delegates	owned	or	had	at	one	time	owned	slaves.4		

.	.	.“run	out	of	their	Wits	at	the	least	Hint	of	such	a	Measure.”5	

In	July	1777,	he	argued	against	a	Massachusetts	“Bill	for	freeing	the	Negroes”.	.	.	.6		

In	justifying	his	opinion.	.	.	.7	

“I	have	sometimes	been	ready	to	think	that	the	passion	for	Liberty”.	.	.	.8	

“I	wish	most	sincerely	there	was	not	a	Slave	in	the	province.	.	.	.”9	
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