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“We’ve	got	them	corralled	this	time…”234		

Chivington’s	command	shimmied	out…235	

“The	night	passed	off…”236	

“rudely	awakened	from	our	slumbers…”237		

“That	tremendous	event…”238	

“were	attended	by	a	company...”239	

Before	the	shelling	could	force…240	

“a	deep	trench,	worn	by	the	water...”241		

This	arroyo	was	up	to	15	to	20	feet...242		

They	posted	their	artillery…243		

“Major	Chivington,	with	a	pistol	in	each	hand…”244	

As	the	Texans	began	to	fall	back…245	

The	road	was	so	narrow…246		

The	company	had	deployed	with	88	men…247	T	

“swept	down	the	cañon	like	a	hurricane.”248	

All	but	one	horse...249	

“We	were	riding	at	a	fast	gallop..”250	

The	Confederate	line	broke	apart...251	

“I	see	him	now	around	the	camp	fire…”252	

Informed	that	the	company	was	largely…253		

The	cost	had	been	terrible…254	

“a	cessation	of	hostilities”255	

On	the	Union	side…256	

Tragically,	one	of	those	deaths…257	
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Chivington	had	cleared	most	of	the	pass…258		

	

	

Chapter	8	

By	late	March,	the	Confederate	Army	of	New	Mexico…259		

“We	had	had	nothing	to	eat…”260		

“Hell	is	brewing	and	not	a	mile	off.”261	

“Col.	The	enemy	has	moved	down	from	Fort	Union…”262	

“All	was	bustle	and	confusion	in	a	moment…”263		

They	slogged	through	cold,	dark,	and	ankle-deep	snow…264	

As	they	licked	their	wounds	overnight…265		

“Between	10	and	11	o’clock	that	night…”266	

As	dawn	broke	on	the	27th….267	

Several	miles	to	the	east…268		

When	no	Confederate	assault	materialized	on	the	27th...269		

“The	men	were	resting—some	visiting	the	wounded	in	the	hospitals…”270	

As	it	happened,	Scurry	and	Slough...271	

After	the	Southerners	completed	their	meager	breakfast...272		

“suddenly	made	their	appearance...”273	

The	Union	left	flank	tried	to	anchor…274	

“Our	boys	dashed	down	upon	them...”275	

Private	Hollister	of	the	1st	Colorado	hunkered	down…276		

“Soon	they	appeared	in	front,	encouraged…”277	
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“the	four	pieces	played	the	liveliest	Yankee	doodle…”278		

“a	furious	fire	of	grape,	canister,	and	shell”279	

The	hills	and	forest	made	for	poor	visibility...280	

For	the	moment,	the	Union	line…281	

Arriving	at	the	top,	Tappan	realized...282		

“Lieut.	Col.	Tappan	sat	on	his	horse	during	the	charge…”283	

“pushed	forward	among	the	rocks..”284	

During	a	lull	in	the	fighting...285	

“take	a	shot	at	them.”286	

From	the	top	of	Artillery	Hill…287		

“Our	brave	soldiers,	heedless	of	the	storm…”288	

“About	the	time	the	severest	fighting	was	going	on..”289	

“Maj.	Shropshire	saw	the	‘Yanks’...”290		

The	29-year-old	Texan	was	fatally	shot…291	

“determined	to	die	right	there,	rather	than	give	up	the	battery.”292		

But	soon	the	Confederate	fire…293		

as	Ritter	pulled	back…294		

Seeing	the	rest	of	the	army…295		

	“unalterable	determination	to	overcome”296	

“ze	foight	six	hour	by	my	vatch,	and	my	vatch	was	slow!”297	

Scurry,	thinking	he	had	won	a	great	victory…298		

There’s	a	great	deal	of	controversy	as	to	who	guided	the	flank	march…299	

Chavez	led	Chivington’s	troops…300	
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When	they	arrived	at	the	western	edge…301	

Captain	Wynkoop	of	the	Colorado	Volunteers…302	

These	60	to	80	wagons…303		

“Every	wagon	contained	from	five	to	twenty-five…”304	

After	the	battle,	Col.	Scurry	accused	the	Union	troops…305		

As	Chivington	burned	the	wagons…306		

“We	were	now	taken	by	our	guide…”307	

As	Chivington	stumbled	into	camp	in	the	middle	of	the	night…308	

The	fighting	had	raged	for	five	or	six....309		

“At	any	rate,	when	I	think	how…”310		

“The	Colorados	are	willing	to...”311	

“The	Texans	had	possession	of	the	field…”312	

The	Confederates	admitted	to	fewer	casualties…313		

Scurry’s	report	was	33	killed	and	35	wounded314		

a	“crippling”	blow.315	

	

	

Chapter	9	

As	fighting	died	down…316	

“I	do	not	know	if	I	write	intelligently…”317	

“Soldiers:	–	You	have	added	another	victory	to	the	long	list...318	

“All	were	in	the	most	destitute	condition…”319	

Scurry	admitted	to	Sibley...320		

“I	must	have	re-enforcements...”321		

He	dispatched	Captain	T.P.	Ochiltree...322	

“We	are	resting...”323	
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When	the	Federals	abandoned	Santa	Fe…324		

The	Texans	soon	found	an	unlikely…325	

“Mrs.	Canby	won	the	hearts..”326		

Private	H.C.	Wright	of	the	4th	Texas	agreed…327		

“The	place	of	concealment	was	undoubtedly	revealed…”328		

Canby	could	have	played	it	safe...329	

“We	are	here	whiling	the	time…”330		

As	he	marched	north	with	Canby...331		

The	Federal	column	did	benefit	materially…332	

Canby	brought	just	over	1,200	troops…333		

The	Confederates	had	started	the	day...334		

Overnight	they	received	significant	reinforcements...335	

“coffee,	sugar,	and	other	luxuries	that	we	had	long	been	deprived	of.”336	

The	head	of	the	column	left	Santa	Fe...337		

“two	pieces	of	artillery,	ten	men	with	good	horses,	and	the	lame	men	who	could	not	keep	

up	on	the	march.”338		

The	oxen	were	so	weak…339		

	“Oh	the	suffering…”340	

Concentrating	the	army	in	Albuquerque	was	just	the	first	step…341	

“The	boys	were	busy	writing	home...”342	

“Col.	Slough	was	a	man	of	undoubted	ability…”343	

The	force	sallying	out	of	Fort	Union	was	now	led…344		
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“Paul	has	a	good	train	with	him…”345		

Canby’s	original	plan	had	been...346		

“The	silence	of	the	night	was…”347	

“It	being	late	at	night	when	General	Canby…”348	

“The	sky	was	clear,	the	weather	mild…”349	

As	dawn	broke,	Union	bugles	brought…350		

On	the	day	before,	the	Confederate	supply	train…351		

They	galloped	toward	the	wagons…352	

The	Confederates	in	Peralta	rushed	to	establish	defenses…353	

While	its	officers	enjoyed	their	party...354	

“for	the	first	time	in	my	life...”355	

“They	had	waded	the	river...”356		

Union	skirmishers	spent	the	morning…357		

“While	we	were	lying	behind	the	wall…”358	

The	weather	all	day	had	been	freezing	cold…359		

“The	weather	was	extremely	cold,	slush	and	ice	in	the	river…”360	

“Resolved	by	the	Congress	of	the	Confederate	States	of	America…”361	

“While	the	regulars	fight	to	avoid...”362		

Canby	saw	it	differently...363		

“Those	fellows	[Texans]	up	in	the	hills	aren’t	either…”364	

Instead	of	attacking	aggressively…365		

They	were	headed	in	the	direction	of	Fort	Craig...366		

But	the	fort	was	just	as	formidable...367	

Instead,	cooler	heads	prevailed…368	
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“We	have	been	exposed	in	all	weathers…”369	

In	reports	to	Washington...370	

“The	cavalry	and	means	of	transportation	on	both	sides...”371	

Canby	sent	out	mounted	scouts…372		

As	the	retreat	continued…373	

“bread	and	coffee	to	sustain	life	for	seven	days.”374		

At	times	they	went	days…375		

“we	walked	and	staggered	along	like	the	reeling…”376	

On	April	21,	the	Texans	were	able	to	make...377		

Exactly	two	months	earlier…378	

“Marched	steadily	all	day	beneath	a	hot	sun…”379	

	

	

Chapter	10	

Sibley	planned	to	refit	and	resupply	his	troops	in	Arizona…380		

Months	of	hard	campaigning…381		

Without	gold	or	silver	currency…382,383		

Soon	smallpox	and	pneumonia…384		

	“to	determine	whether	we	should	quietly...”385		

They	brought	in	expert	witnesses…386	

With	his	troops	starving…387		

“This	was	in	July,	the	sun	blazing	down	upon	us…”388	

“the	skedaddling	of	a	crowd	of	urchins	who	had	been	caught	in	a	melon	patch.”389	
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In	late	1861,	Sibley	had	marched	for	New	Mexico…390		

In	the	5th	Texas	alone...391		

Arriving	at	Fort	Craig	after	Peralta…392		

“a	fine	body	of	men,	capable	of	any	endurance…”393	

The	arrival	of	1,500	unexpected…394	

Ultimately,	the	need	for	any	serious…395		

In	late	July	1862,	Canby	wrote	to	Washington,	D.C….396		

“successful	and	almost	unprecedented	evacuation…”397	

“The	Colonel	commanding	desires	to	express…”398	

“The	difficulty	of	procuring	supplies	of	all	kinds...”399	

For	the	remainder	of	the	war,	rumors	abounded…400		

As	late	as	March	1865…401	

Sibley’s	invasion	took	this	theory	to	the	extreme…402		

At	least	one	Confederate	soldier	noted...403		

After	one	town	refused	to	relinquish….404	

“Instead	of	fighting	the	Yankees	since	Sibley	left…”405		

Skirmishes	over	supplie...406	

Confederate	relationships	were	no	better...407	

After	Sibley’s	invasion,	in	the	absence...408	

Similarly,	the	1st	Colorado	was	redeployed…409		

“I	refused	to	fire	and	swore	that	none	but	a	coward	would.	”410	
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By	the	time	the	Bosque	Redondo	project…411		

“Never,	perhaps,	was	an	army	brought	into	the	field..."412	

“I	feel	that	it	would	be	unjust	to	the	cause	of	humanity...”413	

After	resigning	his	command...414	

Like	many	career	army	officers	early	in	the	war....415		

Sibley’s	military	career	never	recovered…416	

Tom	Green,	who	took	command	of	the	Army...417	

“Our	grand	mistake	was...”418	

“bravery	worthy	of	a	better	cause.”419		

“He	was	the	very	last	man	on	earth…”420		

Major	Trevanion	Teel,	who	was	close	enough	to	Sibley...421	

“We	all	think	that	our	operations	out	here...”422	

	

	

California	Column	

By	the	end	of	the	war…423		

“I	do	not	know	what	we	would	do	in	this	great	national	emergency	if	not	for	the	gold	sent	

from	California.”424	

Throughout	the	1850s…425	

Davis	and	his	allies	pushed	to	establish…426	

More	exotically,	Davis	also	imported…427	

That	spirit	of	separatism	carried	into	the	early	1860s…428	
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“In	the	southern	portion	of	this	State	there	are	more	sympathizers	with	the	rebels	than	

anywhere	else.”429		

“no	doubt	but	there	is	some	deep	scheming…”430	

If	southern	California	was	a	political	tinderbox	in	early	1861…431	

“If	you	want	to	fight,	go	South.”432		

But	in	the	chaotic	whirlwind…433	

“indispensably	necessary	to	throw	reinforcements”434		

But	troops	with	which	to	do	that	were…435		

Since	then,	a	significant	number...436	

Sumner,	and	his	successor	in	command…437		

Carleton	took	command…438		

Word	of	Baylor	and	Sibley’s	invasion…439		

“The	objects	of	the	expedition	you	are	fully	aware	of...”440	

“I	do	not	consider	it	necessary	to	be	more	minute...”441	

	

Ironically,	the	first	problem	to	face…442		

Thousands	of	lives	were	lost…443	

“Every	exertion	has	been	and	is	still	being	made…”444		

“what	with	unprecedented	floods	in	California...”445		

“At	noon	we	had	reached	the	summit…”446	

“Such	another	scene	of	desolation	does	not	exist…”447	

For	weeks,	Carleton’s	troops	hopscotched…448	

“Here	was	found	a	well	that	would	have...”449	

 
429 O.R. Volume L, Part 1, 1041. 
430 McGinty, 129. 
431 Smith, Timothy. The Iron Dice of Battle: Albert Sidney Johnston and the Civil War in the West, LSU 
Press, 2023, 29-30 
432 McGinty, 71-72. 
433 Smith, 40-44. 
434 McGinty, 128. 
435 O.R. Volume L, Part 1, 428. 
436 Pettis, George. With the California Column. Leonaur, 2010, 16. 
437 McGinty, 137.; Pettis 32-33 
438 McGinty, 138. 
439 Pettis, 17. 
440 O.R. Volume IV, 90-91. 
441 O.R. Volume IV, 90-91. 
442 300 x 20 miles, roughly, or 6000 sq. mi. Lake Ontario is 7,340 sq. mi. 
443 Michael D. Dettinger & B. Lynn Ingram, “Megastorms Could Drown Massive Portions of California,” 
Scientific American, January 1, 2013. https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/megastorms-could-
down-massive-portions-of-california/ 
444 O.R. Volume IV, 90-91. 
445 O.R. Volume IX, 557. 
446 Pettis, California Column, 67-68. 
447 Pettis, California Column, 68. 
448 Pettis, California Column, 68-69. 
449 Pettis, California Column, 69. 



“at	the	mercy	of	its	sands	and	storms	and	burning	sun.”450	

While	Carleton	struggled	to	reach	Fort	Yuma…451		

Hunter’s	orders	were	to	maintain	law	and	order…452		

“You	will	also	at	the	earliest	moment	possible…”453	

Across	the	Colorado	River	in	Fort	Yuma…454	

Carleton’s	intention	was,	wisely,	to	cache…455		

Even	with	those	careful	preparations...456	

At	the	time,	Sibley’s	forces	were	huddled	in	the	snow…457		

Wheat	wasn’t	the	only	thing	that	Hunter	captured…458	

In	late	March,	just	after	the	battle…459	

Carleton	sent	a	separate,	272-man	advance	guard...460		

On	April	15,	scouts	alerted…461		

Just	one	day	after	Canby’s	and	Sibley’s	armies	skirmished	around	Peralta…462	

“It	required	several	weeks	for	the	‘Column’	to	get	to	this	point…”463	

Both	sides	remained	focused	on	Tucson…464	

	In	spite	of	the	steep	odds	against	him….465	

On	May	15,	Carleton’s	advance	guard…466		

“The	infantry	marched	in	by	the	main	street…”467	

Capt.	Hunter	reportedly	warned	the	residents…468		

“Our	arrival	is	hailed	with	great	joy	by	all	the	people	who	remain.”469	

The	California	Column	also	traveled	light…470	

The	final	march	from	Tucson	to	the	Rio	Grande…471		

Befitting	his	meticulous	nature…472		
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Eyre	left	Tucson	on	June	21...473		

“Immediately	on	making	camp	the	national	colors...”474	

Their	moment	of	triumph	was	short	lived,	howeve...475	

“The	rebel	forces	were	so	disheartened...”476		

“The	information	is	certainly	very	circumstantial...”477		

In	the	meantime,	Carleton	continued…478	

“No	forage	or	food	could	be	had...”479		

Union	forces	also	had	to	spend	considerable	time…480	

“Starting	at	5	p.m.,	we	marched	all	night…”481		

Carleton	approached	the	Rio	Grande	fully	expecting	to	fight…482		

“This	is	the	time	when	every	soldier...”483	

On	August	7,	Carleton	reached	Fort…484		

He	soon	learned	that	he	was	swinging	at…485		

Carleton	pushed	another	100	miles…486	

Carleton	soon	replaced	Canby…487		

The	California	Column	was	dispersed...488	

Ultimately,	none	of	these	threats…489	

“The	march	of	the	column	from	California…”490	
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